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Original Communications. 


Note on Ergot of Rye (Secale Cornu- 
tum), or Claviceps Purpurea (Tulasne) 
Cryptophyla. 

Subclass, Fungi; Order, Ascomicetes; Family, Pyrenomycetes. 

By Cart Junck, Ph. D., Detroit. 


HIS fungus which infects different species 
“le of the graminacea or grass tribe has three 
different stages of growth which are very 

& excellently ‘and minutely described in 

Hager’s commentary to the Pharmaco- 
peia Germanica. 

The first stage of development consists in the 
formation of sphaceliz, and takes place at the time 
of flowering. The sphacelia appears as a soft yel- 
lowish fungous mass; called rye honey-dew, some- 
what tough and of a rather disagreeable odor. 

_ This mass takes possession of the ovary or its 
immediate neighborhood, and products of the de- 
composition of the chemical components of the 
Ovary furnish its substance, as we find the starch 
contained in the ovary disappear, and a subsequent 

ing up or dissolution of the structure of the 
organ takes place. 

On the sphaceliz, when subjected to a magnifier, 
tanbe discovered numberless oval corpuscles called 
Spermatie or stylo-spores. It may be inferred there- 
fore that the sphacelia is secreted by the mycelium 
whose hyphen penetrates and honeycombs the 
lower portion of the young ovary. At the same 
time it may be noticed that the ovary undergoes a 
process of gradual obliteration or consumption by 

‘parasite as it exhibits breaks in the continuity 
of its structure, having folds and depressions not 
seen in the healthy organ. This appearance is due 
to the Spermagonium layer. Out of this cellular 
layer or tissue there rise a multitude of erect basi- | 

like tubes on whose summit may be discovered | 

a chain of longish, oval cells or corpuscles (the | 
Spermatie or stylo-spores already referred to). 
Subsequent to the drying out of the sphaceliz | 
mycelium and spermatie appear as a whitish | 

S web coverjas the remains of the ovary. | 
second staghile | 





formation of the sclerotium, which furnishes in a 
sterile stroma the official ergot. 

The ovary is by this time entirely destroyed as 
far as its elementary and anatomical structure is 
concerned, and consequently its growth and nutri- 
tion has ceased. 

In its structure, however, the mycelium continues 
its development, existing separately and without 
further contribution from the ovary or its mass, ar- 
riving by a process of growth and condensation of 
structure at a point where it presents to viewa 
compact body white within and violet black without, 
a sterile stroma which arises out of the floral bracts 
and crowns the summit of the mycelium. 

(a 6) A section of a cutting 
through the spermagonium 
layer. 

(a) Hyphen. 

(4) Hymenium with sperm- a 
atic or stylo spores. 

(c) Spermatie. 

(d) Spermatie and filament prolonged thereby. 


1. Vertical section of fruit of rye pierced by a 
hyphen, a point of attachment of the sclerotium. 

2. Ear of rye showing the sclerotium. 

3. Sterile stroma or sclerotium bearing, on its 
summit the spermagonium or sphacelia layer. 

4. The same at a more advanced stage of de- 
velopment. (g) Sclerotium. (4) Sphacelia. 

The third stage of development the formation of 


| the cordiceps has only a theoretical interest, con- 


sisting in the fungi in the growth of the pyreno- 
myces. This takes place either in autumn or spring 
whenever it arrives at a propitious point for de- 


f the parasite’s growth is the| velopment. After the lapse of a few weeks the 
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violet downy covering of the stroma loosens off 
here and there in flakes which curl over, and in the 
exposed places arise small whitish heads which 
assume at first a grayish yellow, then a dirty violet 
color, and are finally presented to view as thin 
shining stems, pale violet colored and carrying on 
their tops one, rarely two, warty buttons. These 
cordiceps buttons develop, in ripening, millions of 
spores. 


CLAVICEPS PURPUREA IN THIRD STAGE OF DEVELOPMENT. 


i. Sclerotium and spore capsules. 

s. Sclerotium layer. 

c. Fructified cordiceps layer. 

ii. Vertical section of the head or button of 
cordiceps, showing the peritheciz. 

iii a. Two perithecie producing spore filament 
containing spores, and closed. 

b. Opened and ejecting spores. 

The officinal ergot is represented by the second 
stage of development, and should be gathered in 
dry weather several days before the harvest. The 
overripe ergot has but little value medicinally. If 
well dried at about 25°C., which equals 77° F., in 
the shade, and protected from the air, it can be 
preserved in closed vessels for a long time. 

The attention of the medical profession seems 
to have been first attracted to the properties and 
efficiency of ergot during an epidemic of ergotism 
which prevailed in Hessia in the year 1596, and 
was attended with the loss of many lives. The 
cause assigned was the consumption of ergotted 
grain in bread. In 1688 Camerarius wrote of 
midwives in Germany that they were in the habft 
of using ergot to promote delivery. The Chinese 
are also said to have used it from time immemorial 
for the purpose of producing abortion. 

A number of analyses of ergot have been made, 
and at one time its action has been ascribed to the 
fixed oil it contains; at another, propylamin has 
received the credit ; again, the ecbolin and ergotin 
have been thought to be the active agents, but so 
. far the identity of the principle causing its special 
contractile effect is still in question. In order, 
therefore, to produce an active pharmaceutical 
preparation of ergot, we must endeavor to present 
therein, if possible, all the principles, with the ex- 
ception of the fixed oil, which in a State of purity 
and free from extraneous matter, is without doubt 
inactive. 

That a preparation of ergot, when warmed for 
some time with soda or potassa, contains propy- 
lamin is true, but there is no evidence that this 
body is contained ready formed in the ergot, as the 
contrary is the case, and it can only be regarded 
as a product of decomposition, not as an educt. 
Propylamin (trimethylamia) is the result of decom- 
position of a number of organic combinations, 
just as is ammonia, and cannot, therefore, be re- 
garded as a constant or active ingredient of ergot. 

In a good and properly prepared extract, or 
fluid extract of ergot I have never been able to 
discover at once a development of propylamin 





after addition of free alkali, it being only Possible 
to detect it after the lapse of some time, or pro- 
longed heating. 

If, however, an extract be prepared from ergot 
that has become old, or been imperfectly dried, 
the presence of propylamin may be detected 
during the process of manufacture. 

As concerning the active constituents of ergot, 
the following facts have been demonstrated by 
different investigators : 

First, An aqueous extract of good ergot, 7. ¢, 
an infusion, contains all active parturient principles, 

Second, An alcoholic extract has very little of the 
parturient properties, containing, however, principles 
exerting very deleterious and poisonous effects, 

The exhibition of ergot in so many different dis- 
eased conditions has led to a diversity of opinion 
regarding its value and efficiency, with the excep- 
tion of its application in metrorrhagia, and in case 
of its administration in poisoning by carbonic 
oxide its efficiency depends on the contractile effect 
exerted on the blood vessels and consequent in- 
crease of blood pressure in the arteries, while the ac- 
tion of the heart remains normal, or is unaffected, 

This diversity of opinion is due most likely to 
the difference in character and value of the prepar- 
ations used. 

In any case it is clear that an extract, fluid ex- 
tract, or so called ergotine, should be prepared 
with a consideration for the method of application 
and intentions of its use. 

The presence of lactic acid in fresh ergot is not 
demonstrable, though it appears as a product of fer- 
mentation if the preparation be exposed to favorable 
conditions. A perfectly fresh aqueous infusion of 
good ergot is neutral; after the lapse of 5-10 min- 
utes already acid ; in from 6-12 hours lactic acid may 
be detected, and in several days butyric acid makes 
its appearance. This fermentation does not exerta 
destructive action on ergotin, ecbolin or resin, but 
it does on the sugar and red coloring matter. 

We may conclude from these premises that ergot 
contains in itself a principle capable of provoking 
the lactic acid fermentation, and we may look to 
this as an incentive to the readiness with which 
ergot itself and poorly prepared extracts undergo 
decomposition and change. 

We may further conclude that the appearance of 
lactic acid and butyric acid, and also propylamin 
in ergot, or its preparations, is due to a decompo- 
sition already begun and in progress. If we con- 
sider that in composition the lactate of ammonia 
and trimethylamin differ only in amount of three 
atoms of oxygen (O=16), we may readily infer the 
presence of either one or the other to be due to 
difference in mode of treatment (or maltreatment) 
and the stage of decomposition arrived at. 

As a matter of interesting reference and possible 
value to the practitioner, I append below a number 
of approved formule which ‘have been used by 
some of the best authorities in the administration 
of ergot: : 

1. Mixtura Ergotine Bongeani. (Potio d'ergotine 
de Bongean.) 

B. Ext. ergot, 15 gr. = fl. ext. ergot, 244 3. 
Aq.,2 3. 
Syr. flor. aurant, 6 3. 

Dose. A tablespoonful a few times a day. As 
a hemostatic, a tablespoonful every ten to fifteen 
minutes. 

2. Mixtura Hemostatica.—Sheller. 

BR. Fi, ext. ergot, 1% 3. 
Fl. ext. ipecac, 8 gr. 
Aqua, 8 3. 

Tinct. opii simpl., 1 3. 


Acid phosphoric, 35 gtts. 
Syr. Sones, 14 F. 


A tablespoonful every half t@one hour. 
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3. Mixtura Hemostatica.— Waldenbureg. 


B. Fi. ext. ergot, 75 gr. 
Fl. ext. cinnam., 36 gr. 
Aq., 5 3. 
Tart. boraxat, 244 3. 
Syrp. cinnamon, 6 3. 
A tablespoonful every one or two hours in 


chronic metrorrhagia and incontinence of urine. 
4. Mixtura Obstetrica.—Séaoross. 
B. Fi. ext. secal. cornut., 4 3 


z. 
Aq., 8 3. 
Ext. opii, 8 grs. 
A tablespoonful every ten minutes. 
5. Mixtura Styptica.—Lange. 
R. Ext. ergot, 15 gr. 
Tannin, 30 gr. 


3. 


5. 
A tablespoonful every hour in hematuria. 
6. Pilule antihemoptysica.—Ledert. 

RB. 


Water, 6 
Syrup. 1 


Ext. secal. cornut., 
Tannin, @&. 1 3. 

Ext. opii, 15 gr. 

Succ. liquirit, q. s. 

Make go pills. One pill every two hours. 
7, Pulvis antiblennorrhoea. 


R. 


Ext. secalis cornut., 8 gr. 
Ferr. oxydat., 60 gr. 


the narcotina of opium, the brucia of nux vomica, 
and the ergotina of ergot. Alkaloids are not the 
only substances known to stand distinctly as the 
active principles of plants. The resins of podo- 
phyllum, for instance, are stable, easily separated, 
and represent almost the entire medicinal power of 
the crude drug in a very concentrated form. It 
has stood in the books since 1863, though now 
disproved, that the podophyllum root contained an 
alkaloid, berberina, but the question of the use 
of this alkaloid has been wholly overshadowed by 
the greater potency of the resins. Finally, it must 
not be forgotten that a larger number of medicinal 
plants contain a group of therapeutic agents, pre- 
sented by nature in most useful proportions, so 
that, if these several bodies could be separated 
and safely preserved by chemical skill, we could 
do no better than to put them together again, in 
the original proportions, for administration. The 
greater number of vegetable drugs are best kept 
intact, with only such rejection of inert matters, 
and concertration of medicinal virtues, as the 
Jiuid extract, when skillfully and faithfully made, 
best provides. Nevertheless, an alkaloid of any 
decided medicinal power, capable of production in 
purity, is always an article of importance. 





Camphor, 4 gr. 
Vanillz saccharat., 244 3. 


Divide into 50 powders. ~ One powder every 
morning and evening in chronic blennorrhcea. 
8. Pilula antidysmenorrhaceex.—Gadlard. 
BR. 


| 


Ext. secalis cornut., 
Ferr. oxydat., &&. 75 gr. 
Ext. opil, 4 gr. 
Fiat pilula, 50. Two pills twice or three times 
a day before each meal. 
g. Pilule Styptica—Harzos. 


BR. Secalis cornut., 15 gr. 
Acid tannin, 4 gr. 
Digitalin, % gr. 
Fiat pilula, 10. One pill every three hours. 
10, Trochisci Ergotz ferrata. 
BR. Ferr. pulv., 150 gr. 
Secalis cornut., 60 gr. 
Massa cacaotin, 3 3. 


Fiat trochisci, 100. One three to five times a 
day in incontinence of urine. 


Alkaloids of the Berberidacez. 


By Aubert B. Prescott, M. D., 
Professor of Organic and Applied Chemistry and Pharmacy, 
University of Michigan. 

HE discovery of an alkaloid, in any plant, is 

undoubtedly a fact of the first importance, 
hoth as concerning the strictly chemical interest 
of the plant and as bearing upon its medical ap- 
plication. But, of course, the fact that a plant 
contains or does not contain one or more alka- 
loids, is not in itself a decisive fact in materia 
medica. Over a hundred alkaloids have been 
definitely distinguished in the vegetable kingdom, 
and it is probable that a greater number remain 
undiscovered. Possessing a class of substances 
in class character chemically distinct, and compris- 
ng articles of such intense power and diversified 
Influence upon the human organism as strychnia, 
quinia, atropia, aconitina, morphia, etc., the medi- 
cal world must look with the liveliest interest 
upon the finding of new alkaloids in well-known 
medicinal plants. But the medical world would 
hot, and should not venture to trust upon the 
lines of analogy, beyond the support of facts. Al- 
kaloids, like all other agents, must be put directly 
fo the proof,as to their physiological power and 
therapeutic value. Testimonies of trial—a fair 
trial in a fair field—are wanted. Certain alkaloids 


| contain alkaloids, as follows : 


At this time four, at least, of the medicinal 
plants of the barberry family have been found to 


Common barberry; root, 


Berberts vulgaris. 
1835); oxycanthia 


bark. Berberina (Buchner, 
(Polex, 1836). 

Berberis aquifolium. Pacific Coast. 
Berberina (Neppach. 1878); mahonia* 
Detroit, 1879). 

Berberts aristata; B. astatica; B. lyceum. 
Indian barberry bark. Berberina (Solly, 1843; 
Stewart, 1866). ‘ 

Feffersonia diphylla. Twinleaf. Rhizome- 
berberina and a white alkaloid (Mayer, 1865). 

Berberina, the alkaloid named from the berbe- 
ridez, is probably more widely distributed than 
any otheralkaloid known. It is found in five bo- 
tanical families, or as Husemann classifies, in 
seven families, as follows. 

Of the Berberidacee, in berberts vulgaris, 6. 
aguifolium, the Indian species of derderzs, and 
Feffersonia diphylla. Also, according to Huse- 
mann, in caulophyllum thalictrotdes, or blue co- 
hosh. 

Of the Ranunculaceae, in hydrastis Canadensis, 
with two other alkaloids; in coptzs trzfoléata, 
goldthread, with another alkaloid; in coptzs teeta, 
India, 8% per cent berberina; and in xranthoriza 
apzfolia, or yellow root. 

Of the Minispermacee, in Columba root, coc- 
culus palmatus, along with columbin and colum- 
bic acid; in mznzspermum Canadense, Canadian 
moonseed; and in cosc¢nzum fenestratum, or Cey- 
lon columba wood. 

Of the Anonacee, in celocline polycarpa. 

Of the Rutacee,in xanthoxylum clava Her- 
culzs, the Hercules club, of West Indies. 


Also, according to Perrins, in the St. John’s root, 
of Rio Grande, and the pachinello tree, of New 
Grenada. 

In many instances berberina is accompanied by 
a colorless alkaloid in the same plant. In columba 
root, the alkaloid is believed to be formed, along 
with the calumbic acid, from colombin, a neutral 
body. 


Root. 
(Jungk, 





* Dr. Jungk and New PREPARATIONS are to be congratulated 
upon the identification of this alkaloid, with ultimate analysis, 
determination of formula and analytical reactions, as given in the 
last number of this journal. Furtherreport promised, with in- 





have but a third-rate medicinal consequence, as 


vestigation of physiological effect, etc. 





220 


NEW PREPARATIONS. 


[September, 1879 * 





The English chemist, Perrins, in 1862, after a 
full report upon the chemistry of berberina, a re- 
port which was the first and is still the fullest given 
in Europe, thus remarks upon the value of this 
alkaloid (Four. Chem. Soc., xv, 456): ‘Though 
it has long been used as a fine yellow dye, more 
especially for animal tissues, its chief claims to 
usefulness do not reside in its application to the 
economic arts. * * * The polished Greeks, 
the semi-barbarous nations of Hindostan and 
China, the North American Indians, and the na- 
tives of tropical Africa, have been all impressed 
with the medicinal value of berberfna.’”* 


UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN, Aug. 8, 1879. 


Coto Bark in Diarrhea. 
By W. H. Rouss, M. D., of Detroit. 


N times like these, when’ proprietary remedies, 
some of which benefit the patient therapeuti- 
cally, others the manufacturers and venders finan- 
cially, are extensively advertised as Janace@ for all 
the ills of mortals, the conservative physician leaves 
with diffidence the time-honored remedies of the 
a for others whose actions and uses 
ave not been officially recognized by the Solons of 
the profession. It might be inferred that a list of 
remedies so replete would comprise all that is 
really valuable. Many valuable remedies have 
been introduced during the last fifty years, and 
there is a strong probability that the end is not yet. 
Now, while it is desirable to have a recognized 
list of remedies, it does not necessarily follow that 
“thus far shalt thou come and no farther.” Such 
a motto, being observed, would preclude investiga- 
tion outside the recognized ruts. It isa well known 
fact that many of our most valuable remedies, af- 
ter doing good service for many years in domestic 
practice, have been heralded to the world as great 
discoveries, and in due time receive official sanction. 
There are, no doubt, many now held in high 
esteem by the laity, which only require the magic 
touch of the bold experimenter to place them in 
the primary list of the pharmacopeeia. This be- 
ing the case, no one should be censured for utiliz- 
ing valuable hints and remedies simply because 
found in obscure quarters. 

Quite a number of new remedies have been in- 
troduced during the past few years, and are now 
running the gauntlet of professional criticism. One 
of these, coto bark, has attracted much less atten- 
tion than it deserves. It is obtained from Bolivia 
and other South American states. Its therapeu- 
tic qualities have been tested by quite a number of 
careful observers, but their published reports have 
attracted comparatively little attention. 

Coto bark has a strong aromatic taste, and in- 
duces a peculiar burning sensation on the tongue 
and stomach which last for considerable time. 
The flow of saliva is more abundant, and possibly 
contributes its mite towards relieving certain gas- 
tric difficulties such as indigestion—a prominent 
cause of diarrhoea in children. It is said to induce, 
at times, nausea and even emesis. I have given it 
in rather free doses without observing any nausea. 
It has, however, always been given highly diluted 
with syr. simp., or other bland vehicle. From the 
peculiar sensations induced by the weakened pre- 





* It is unfortunate that the hydrochlorate of berberina, beauti- 
ful bright yellow salt, should have so often gone under the name 
of Aydrastia, thecognomen of the more abundant of the two 
colorless alkaloids in hydrastis. In an examination of “ hydras- 
tin,’’ of commerce, Mr. Beach, in 1875, working under the ob- 
servation of the writer, found, in six samples, respectively, 1.7, 
17.4, 6.7, 5.1, 6.8, and 0.0 per cent of hydrastia alkaloid ; and 
found, respectively, 35.1, 21.9, 6.9, 28.0, 36.0 and 100 per cent of 
berberina ees OR og 





parations—the fluid extract and syrup—nausea or 
other gastric trouble might be expected from the 
powder or concentrated preparations. In one case 
a patient complained of partial ptosis, but as this 
person had been suffering from nervous prostra- 
tion for considerable time, the eye symptoms might 
have been induced by some other cause. 

Coto bark is highly recommended in cases of 
diarrhoea, dysentery, cholera morbus and cholera, 
It is favorably spoken of in rheumatism, gastric 
catarrh and colic. I have used it for diarrhea, 
dysentery and cholera morbus with gratifying” re- 
sults. A few illustrative cases are subjoined. 

CASE I. Mrs. A., a widow, aged 63, has suffered 
from nervous prostration for several months. She 
has raised a large family, and has seen considerable 
trouble. She has at times suffered severely from 
palpitation of the/heart. Preparations of opium 
render her quite wild, a not unusual idiosyncrasy. 
This lady while prostrated by a rather severe at- 
tack of palpitation of the heart which had lasted 
about forty hours, was seized with cholera morbus, 
Knowing her idiosyncrasy, morphine was withheld 
and fluid extract of coto bark given. The trouble- 
some symptoms soon subsided and a good recoy- 
ery resulted. On the following morning she was 
very weak, and complained of ptosis, which con- 
tinued about four hours. 

As this is the only case of ptosis I have observed 
in connection with the use of the bark, and as the 
patient was a good one to exhibit nervous phenom- 
ena, I presume the medicine was not the cause. 

About three weeks after recovery from the above, 
this same woman was again attacked with cholera 
morbus, supposed to be from indiscretion in eat- 
ing, as was the case in the first instance. The 
same remedy was again used with good, but not 
quite so prompt results, and no ptosis. 

CASE 2. Mrs. B., a woman of rather delicate 
constitution, had been under treatment for nearly a 
week for a mild case of dysentery. When she 
came under my charge, I ordered fluid extract coto 
bark. In twenty-four hours the improvement was 
noticeable, and in three days recovery was com- 
plete. 

CASE 3. C. D., a boy aged two years, had been 
troubled with constipation of the bowels from 
birth. His father is healthy, his mother, though 
generally healthy, is of strumous diathesis and has 
for a number of years been troubled with consti- 
pation. Last winter the child had tonsilitis and 
stomatitis. In June last, after a slight attack of 
malarial fever, this child was, to the surprise of the 
parents, troubled with diarrhoea. The usual rem- 
edies seemed to have but little effect. The dis- 
charges were green, watery, offensive and frequent. 
Fluid extract of coto bark in syrup was ordered 
every six hours, improvement was marked the next 
day, and the child has since continued healthy. 

CASE 4. D. E., aged three weeks, has a healthy 
father but sickly mother. The confinement of the 
mother was quite tedious in consequence of length 
of time. and excessive nervousness. The mother 
was up on the twelfth day, but was very weak. 
She had stomatitis and a very poor appetite. 
Notwithstanding the poor condition of the mother, 
the child thrived for three weeks. It was then 
troubled with colic and diarrhoea, due in all prob- 
ability to the condition of the mother’s milk. The 
weather being hot, it was deemed rather hazardous 
to wean the babe. After prescribing several of the 
usual remedies in such cases without benefit, I 
ordered one-eighth of a drop of fluid extract of 
coto bark in syrup every four hours. The improve- 
ment was rapid and satisfactory. 

This is the youngest patient to whom I have 
given this medicine. From the results obtained I 
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ea 
now feel much confidence when I order our new 
reparation, whether to young or old. 

These few cases are sufficient to illustrate the 
utility of this bark. I have used it in quite a num- 
ber of other cases of diarrhoea, and in no instance 
have results been less favorable than was expected. 

As intimated in the beginning of this paper, I al- 
ways feel diffident in trying or recommending any 
preparation not recognized as official by the Solons 
of the profession. My trials of this and other new 
preparations have _convinced me that there are 
quite as good fish in the sea as have ever been 
caught. 

Judging from the cases that have occurred in 
my practice, coto bark seems serviceable in all 
forms or varieties of diarrhoea, but especially ca- 
tarrhal and that of summer complaint of children. 
If future results correspond with those already ob- 
tained, it will not be long before this valuable drug 
will become a standard remedy with all our prac- 
titioners. I must reserve my opinion to some ex- 
tent, for the remedies which seem specifics, as it 
were, for cholera infantum one season prove com- 
paratively useless in another. Several years of 
trial in various localities, and by different experi- 
menters will be requisite to establish the therapeutic 
properties of this bark, 


Crude Petroletim in Bronchial Affec- 
tions. 
By M. M. Grirrirn, M. D., Bradford, Pa. 


R. M. Milton, of Bradford, Pa., several months 
ago called the attention of the medical pro- 
fession to the wonderful efficacy of crude petroleum 
as aremedy in consumption and bronchial -affec- 
tions generally. I have now prescribed the pills 


made from the “ dried ’’* crude in about fifty cases 
with the most satisfactory results. Bronchial and 
laryngeal troubles are relieved from the beginning 
of the first dose. In consumption it has afforded 
more satisfaction than any other remedy that I 
have tried; in several cases of what might be termed 
incipient phthisis it has affected a permanent cure 
to all appearances. The crude is a popular domes- 
tic remedy in the oil country for most of the 
ills that flesh is heir to, but more particularly for 
coughs, colds and bronchial troubles generally. 
The profession will be slow to adopt so simple a 
remedy as crude petroleum in consumption; but, 
from the testimony now in my possession from a 
great number of my medical friends outside the 
oil country, 1 have no hesitancy in calling the at- 
tention of the profession to it as one of the very 
best means of cure in any curable case of phthisis 
pulmonalis. The only difficulty I have found has 
been the difficulty in getting patients to use the 
medicine in the shape of pills and the nausea they 
frequently produce, but by perseverance this is easily 
overcome. The article which I usually prescribe is 
found incrusted on the bottom of the tanks and 
has the consistency of putty, and is easily made 
into pills by incorporating it with any vegetable 
powder. The size of the pills, three to five grains; 
one pill from three to five times per day. The 
cough and soreness of the lungs are speedily re- 
lieved, the night sweats diminish gradually, the 


P 4 Dried” is hardly the proper expression. I send you by to- 
7 mail a sample of the crude that I find at the tanks and such 
a. <a 4 used, as it concretes or solidifies on the rods or 
“ ig of the wells. You can substitute the term solidified or 
atever term you think best. I am at a loss to find a term that 
actly 5 oer it. The mass I send you can be made into a 
ae —s y the addition of any medicine ae beneficial in 
sD rae ‘overs powders or anything else. I haye sometimes 
Powdered soapwort root to further solidify it. Any other 
Vegetable powder would answer. 





appetite improves and flesh is increased. Out of 
the fifty cases in which I used it only three derived 
no particular benefit. They were cases that had 
about exhausted the materia medica and would 
not persevere. I have kept notes of twenty-five 
well marked cases of incipient tuberculous con- 
sumption of the lungs, nineteen of which I con- 
sidered cured, three of which are now under treat- 
ment, the balance I have lost sight of. I have no 
confidence in it in advanced or confirmed consump- 
tion, where vomicz have already formed. 

I think it acts by preventing inflammation in the 
lungs, thereby retarding any further destruction of 
the lung tissue. It may act specifically on the dis- 
ease, but I will leave this for others to investigate. 
It has acted in my hands like many other medicines 
that I could not tell how, but that it does do it J 
know. It has proved beneficial in cases of asthma. 
It has no effect on catarrh (ozena, etc.),as the oil 
country is peculiarly adapted for it, and it is very 
frequent. 


Rhus Aromatica. 
3y J. T. McCrananan, M. D., Boonville, Mo. 


INCE my last article, several cases have been 

treated with the rhus aromatica, two or three 

of which I desire to relate, not however because 

they present striking contrasts to those related 

heretofore, but more particularly to confirm what 
I have previously stated. 

Rudolph B. came under my care during the lat- 
ter part of last May, a sufferer from advanced 
phthisis pulmonalis, with all the usual characteris- 
tics of this terrible disease. Of the general treat- 
ment of this case I will say nothing and announce 
in advance that I do not expect to effect a cure, 
but simply wish to call attention to the promptness 
with which the rhus aromatica met the hemorrhage, 
night sweats and diarrhoea in this extreme case. 
Previous to my taking charge of the case, he had 
suffered from repeated severe and prolonged hem- 
orrhages from the lungs. When I was called, 
aside from other conditions, were prominent hem- 
orrhage, night sweats and diarrhoea; for these con- 
ditions I prescribed rhus aromatica, fifteen drops 
every hour. Next morning was happy to find 
hemorrhage controlled, and diarrhoea improved. I 
then ordered the dose lessened to five drops and 
interval lengthened as necessity required ; in a few 
days diarrhoea and night sweats were so far con- 
trolled as to discontinue the rhus; no more was 
given until some weeks later when hemorrhage 
supervened, and the rhus aromatica was employed. 
The trouble was promptly met, and since that time 
my patient has remained free from hemorrhage, 
but during the hot weather in July he was again 
attacked with diarrhoea, probably from some irreg- 
ularity in diet and the extreme heat; this time I em- 
ployed rhus aromatica fifteen drops after each 
stool, which had the happy effect of controlling the 
diarrhoea in due season. I call further attention to 
the fact that many cases of debilitating night 
sweats resulting from other diseases will be 
promptly met by ten to twenty-drop doses of rhus 
aromatica at bed-time. 

Mr. H. came to my office June 14th and said he 
“wanted some of my medicine to cure children of 
wetting the bed.” Upon inquiry, I found that his 
daughter, aged ten, had suffered from chorea for 
three-years, and that Dr. L. was treating her, not 
however without benefit, except to the enuresis. I 
told him that with the consent of his physician I 
would give him the medicine or furnish the doc- 
tor with the same. He assured me that he had 
the doctor’s consent, and I therefore gave him an 
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ounce vial of strong tincture of my own make, and A tree, usually about 20 feet in height; leaflets 
ordered five drops to be taken three times a day, | three or four paired, with an odd one, petionlulated, 
and if the case progressed, in due time to discon- | oblong, or obovate-elliptic, rounded at base, entire, 
tinue the morning and noon dose, continuing the | pubescent on both sides when young, but subglab. 
dose on retiring until the cure was complete. I! rous when old; paler with minute white dots be- 
have since furnished the doctor with a supply, and| neath. Racemes compound, axillary (terminal, 
he assures me that this case will make a complete | swartz) peduncle three-gonal, puberulous; diyj- 
recovery. During the last two months I havetreated | sions about an inch in length; flowers whitish, 
quite a number of cases of diarrhoea, especially of | with a purple tinge, shortly pedicelled, with a pair 
children, which I will not report, but simply give | of oblong scariose decidulous bracteas, about the 
the indications for the use of the rhus aromatica.| middle of each pedicel. Calyx colored, very 
Stools frequent and free, pulse soft, strong or fee-| minutely puberulous, the two upper teeth coadu- 
ble, especially the latter, skin pale (with the varia-| ate, the three lower bluntish; standard rounded, 
tions), bowels flabby, loss of flesh, eyes sunken and | emarginate, with a greenish tinge in the centre; 
a general sense of lassitude and languor, never | wings and keel-colored at apex; stamens nine to 
give rhus aromatica for the opposite conditions, | one. Ovary linear compressed; Stigma obtuse: 
more especially in bowel diseases. Dose for in- | stipe of the legume twice or thrice longer than the 
fants fifteen to thirty drops added to half glass of | calyx; wings four, longitudinal, membranaceus, 
water, teaspoonful as often as deemed necessary,| with the margin undulated and irregularly lacer- 
for children three to seven drops, adults ten to| ated. The leaves are shed early in the year, and 
twenty drops, all of Parke, Davis & Co.'s fluid ex-| previous to the development of the new foliage 
tract. the flowers make their appearance.—(See drawing.) 
— The wood is much esteemed, being heavy, firm, 

and very lasting, not inferior in point of durability 
Piscidia Erythrina, Jamaica Dogwood. |to English oak. The bark is employed like the 
Surinam poison, to intoxicate fish. For this pur- 
pose it is thrown, coarsely powdered, into the deep, 
(Natural Order Leguminose.) still part of some stream, when the water soon 

. from Pzsczs, a fish, the bark, especially | acquires a reddish shade, and in a few minutes the 
that of the root, being employed in poisoning | fish begin to rise to the surface, where they float, 

fish. — Fames Macfaden, M.D. (Botany of Famaica,) 


By C. W. Hansen, M. D. 








PISCIDIA ERYTHRINA, Jamaica LoGwoop. 


BOTANICAL DESCRIPTION. APPEARANCE AND STRUCTURE OF THE BARK. 

Coral arbor polyphylla non spinosa, fraxini folio I have before me a piece of the bark of the root; 
siliqua alis foliaceis exstantibus rote inolendinarie it is ahout three inches wide, slightly curved from 
fluviatilis ancta.—S/oane. | side to side, and about one-eighth of an inch in 
Ichthyomethia folliis pinnatis ovatis, racemis| thickness. Color _ brown, with a slight green- 


terminalibus, siliquis quadrialatus.—Browne. ish tinge. The epidermis is covered with flattened 
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rotuberances, resembling warts, of a lighter 

color than the surrounding base. On drying, the 
epidermis becomes deciduous, exposing the meso- 
phloeum, which is lighter colored and wrinkled 
longitudinally. The inner portion consists of 
tough fibres, disposed in thin layers. When 
broken, it emits the strong disagreeable odor of 
opium, or perhaps more closely that of propy- 
lamine. 

THERAPEUTICAL PROPERTIES AND USES. 
The bark is very restringent. I have made a de- 
coction of this bark, which would cleanse and 
stop the great flux of ulcers, and make them fit to 
heal and cure the mange in dogs.—Barham, p. 52. 

Dr. William Hamilton, of Plymouth, England, in 
a communication to the Pharmaceutical Fournal, 
speaks of this plant as a powerful narcotic, capable 
of producing sleep and relieving pain in an extra- 
ordinary manner. He had noticed, when resident 
. inthe West Indies, the use of the bark of the root 
in the taking of fish, upon which, even when of a 
large size it exercised a very strong narcotic effect. 
He was induced to try it as an anodyne in tooth- 
ache, and found a saturated tincture exceedingly 
efficacious, not only affording relief when taken 
internally, but uniformly curing the pain when in- 
troduced upon a dossil of cotton into the carious 
tooth. The bark of the root, to be effectual, 
should be gathered during the period of in- 
florescence in April. When chewed it has an un- 
pleasant acrimony, like that of mezereon. It 
yields its virtues to alcohol, but not to water. 
The formula employed by him in preparing the 
tincture was to macerate an ounce of the bark, in 
coarse powder, in four fluid ounces of rectified 
spirit, for twenty-four hours, and then to filter. 
The dose is a fluid drachm. He first tried it on 
himself, when laboring under severe toothache, 
taking the quantity mentioned in cold water on 
going to bed. He first felt a violent sensation of 
heat internally, which gradually extended to the 
surface, and was followed by profuse perspiration, 
with profound sleep for twelve hours. On awak- 
ing he was quite free from pain, and without the 
unpleasant sensations which follow a dose of opium. 

In Brazil the bark of piscidia erythrina, as well 
as that of erythrina corallodendron, are extensively 
used under the name of mulungd, or murunga. (I 
quote from Dicczonarie de Botanica Brasiletra.) 

At present no one denies that the mulungié has 
an established reputation as a nervous sedative ; it 
is applied by all the faculties, which proves that 
its therapeutical reputation is merited and con- 
firmed. With us it is not only applied externally 
in lotions, but internally as well. Its action seems 
to be over the nerve-centers ; it causes sleep with- 
out producing the cerebral hyperemia, which suc- 
ceeds opium and the active principles extracted 
therefrom. The sleep is tranquil and refreshing; 
it soothes bronchial cough, and moderates the 
paroxysm in asthma and nervous coughs. It has 
also been pronounced an excellent remedy against 
chronic hepatitis and obstructions of the liver. 


California Laurel. 
By Dr. L. Mann, California. 


| HAVE noticed with much interest the great 
favor with which the medical profession have 
received the several remedies recently introduced 
from the Pacific slope, and have awaited with some 
anxiety and expectancy, to see some mention of 


the California laurel. The flora of California, al- 
though not as great in variety as that ofthe coun- 
try east of the Mississippi, seem to abound in 
remedies of pronounced and peculiar properties. 





I have been studying the properties of our indi- 
genous plants for some seven years, and have 
used the yerba santa successfully, long before Dr. 
Bundy brought it to the notice of the profession, 
and ever since I have been pleased with the favor 
with which each new remedy has been received 
by our conservative professional brethren in the 
east. In my own experience I have found no 
drug which has interested me so much as that 
which is popularly known here as the laurel, or 
pepper wood tree. The botanical designation of 
the plant is unknown to me, although I have made 
some inquiries from my professional brethren. | 
do not find it mentioned in “ Gray’s Botany,” and 
have not at hand “ Bolander’s Catalogue of Cali- 
fornia Plants,” in which I have no doubt I would 
find assistance in determining it. However, I will 
endeavor to describe the tree, in order that it may 
be recognized by botanists in California. 

The laurel is an evergreen tree, with expanded 
pliant leaves. It varies greatly in size, growing 
from a few feet to sixty feet in height, according 
to its age, and is of rather slow growth. The 
leaf is elliptic-lanceolate in shape. The flower is 
of a pale greenish yellow color, and is an umbel 
in efflorescence, and opens in autumn, continuing in 
bloom through the months of January, February 
and March. The fruit is a nut, the outer rind of 
which is of a bright yellow color when ripe, wh ch 
opens late in the fall. The fruit has none of he 
peculiar characteristic odor or oil of the lea-es. 
The leaves are so charged with an essential oil 
that they burn with a bright flame, anda crackling 
noise, even while green. The habitat of the laurel 
isin the vicinity of rivers and springs, and al- 
though it requires a great deal of moisture, it is 
not found in swampy places. When seen on the 
tops of mountains, as is occasionally fhe case, it 
is an almost sure indication of the vicinity of a 
spring. The tree grows isolated, or in groups. I 
have never found a sufficient collection of them to 
warrant the designation of a forest, or grove. The 
leaves emit a very peculiar odor, which is notice- 
able several yards from the tree. They impart a 
pungent taste in the mouth, and for that reason 
the tree is often called the pepper-wood. This 
odor is not offensive, but has a peculiar effect on 
the nerves of certain individuals. I, for instance, 
cannot go under a tree in the open air without ex- 
periencing a terrible frontal headache; but this is 
not the case with every person, although I believe 
a great majority will be affected by it. I have 
never noticed whether animals especially avoid;the 
tree, but it is a well-known fact in this vicinity that 
a large branch hung up in a room, will banish 
every fly and mosquito, while the leaves distributed 
in a bed will induce fleas to look for other quarters. 

The peculiar odor and effect of the leaves upon 
myself first attracted my attention to this tree as 
of value therapeutically, and I have since experi- 
mented somewhat with its use in practice. The 
first effect of inhaling the odor of the leaves is, 
as I above stated, an almost unendurable frontal 
headache, and after a period the spinal nerves are 
painfully irritated also. Its principal effect, how- 
ever, is upon the cerebro-spinal nervous system. 
For several years I have treated nervous headache 
with the laurel quite successfully by instructing the 
patient to inhale the odor from the pressed leaves, 
taking care not to continue the inhalation beyond 
the point of relief. 

In May, 1878, I was called to see Mrs. H., a 
young married lady, whom I found down with an 
attack of cerebro-spinal meningitis. She had been 
attacked once before, at which time she was con- 
fined to her bed for four weeks. I found her un- 
dergoing the characteristic spasms, covered with 
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red spots, and very low indeed. Having pre- 
viously determined to use the laurel when the next 
opportunity offered, I now put my determination 
into effect, and ordered an embrocation of the 
bruised leaves to be applied to the spine, while an 
infusion should be administered internally. In 
forty-eight hours the spasms ceased, and in ten 
days, with the use of special sedatives, the fever 
left her. As this case was a sporadic one, I had 
no further opportunity to test it, but believe it will 
prove to be a valuable remedy in the treatment of 
this disease. 

I have also used it in several cases of atonic 
diarrhoea with marked success. In bilious colic 
also, it has given early and permanent relief. 

In some future article I will give in greater de- 
tail my experience with the remedy in actual cases, 
but I will state that I have been deterred from its 
use for the reason that I could not produce a 
satisfactory preparation of the drug, which did not 
present either the objection of not representing 
the virtues of the drug, or of being absolutely dis- 
agreeable to the patient. I find that the prepara- 
tion of these remedies is the forte of the manufac- 
turing chemist rather than that of the practitioner, 
and with a view to obtaining such a preparation as 
will enable me to properly test the drug in prac- 
tice, I have shipped a small quantity to Messrs. 
Parke, Davis & Co., of Detroit, who will manu- 
facture a flutd extract from it, and at their request 
I have written this hasty history of my experience. 

The laurel has another use, which may seem in- 
congruous when considered in connection with its 
powerful medicinal action. It is, however, highly 
prized by all who have used it as a flavor, or sea- 
soning for food. It may be used with roasts, stews, 
soups, stuffing for game and poultry, sausages, or 
any preparation of meat where a condiment is 
necessary. In my opinion it is far superior to any 
of the savory herbs in use, but great care should 
be used not to exceed the proper quantity for the 
purpose, which can only be decided by experience. 
I am accustomed to use five leaves for a ten-pound 
roast, and usually lay the leaves upon the bottom 
of the pan under the meat before placing the pan 
in the oven. They will bear considerable cooking. 
A skillful cook will soon learn by experience how 
much is needed for the desired flavor, and I have 
no doubt that all who taste it will agree with me 
that it is the most delicate seasoning which they 
have found. In my own family we do not con- 
sider a soup or roast complete without a flavor of 
laurel, and should not be surprised that if properly 
introduced it will become as popular and as great 
a necessity as tea and coffee. I hope that some 
enterprising chemist will analyze this drug, in 
order that we may know definitely to what its pe- 
culiar properties are due, and whether it is at all 
objectionable as a dietary article. It is certainly a 
very contradictory drug, producing in large doses 
almost toxical effects, while in small doses it be- 
comes a stimulant to the appetite. 

I hope my professional brethren in the east will 
show the same enterprising desire of investigating 
new remedies as they have shown in the previous 
introductions from the Golden State, and will re- 
port their experience in the use of this peculiar drug. 

At some early date in the future I will endeavor to 
contribute a more attractive article upon the subject. 





Betonica Officinalis——(Wood Betony.) 
By F. Herrinc, M. D., Goshen, Ind. 

ag looking over some of the older works on ma- 

teria medica and therapeutics, I found in “ Cul- 

pepper’s British Herbal,” published in London by 

Milner Sowerby (date of publication not given), on 











page 46, a lengthy article on the properties and 
uses of wood betony, and from which it appears 
that the remedy was extensively used in the Brit- 
ish practice many years ago. 

After giving a description of the plant, its habi- 
tat and time of gathering, the author goes on 
to state that “among other virtues said of it that 
it preserves the liver and body from epidemical 
diseases; it helps those that have weak stomachs 
or sour belching, or continual rising in the stom. 
ach. It is useful in jaundice, falling sickness, 
palsy, convulsions, the gout, and those that are in- 
clined to dropsy. It is useful for all sorts of colds 
and coughs, wheezing or shortness of breath, also 
to draw down and evacuate humors. 

“It is useful for destroying worms, opening ob- 
structions both of the spleen and liver. 

“It cures stitches, or pain in the back or sides, 
the torment, or griping pain in the bowels, and 
the wind colic. It helps to bring down women’s 
courses, and is of special use for those that are « 
troubled with falling of the womb, and causing an 
easy and speedy delivery of women in childbed. 

“It helps also to break and expel the stone 
either in the bladder or kidneys. It stops bleed- 
ing at the mouth or nose, and helps those that 
evacuate blood, also those that are bursted, or 
have a rupture.” 

After which the author adds: 

“These are some of the many virtues Antonius 
Musa, an expert physician, for it was not the prac- 
tice of Octavius Cesar to keep fools about him, 
appropriates to wood betony.” 

Perhaps our modern writers on materia medica 
would scarcely deem it advisable to ascribe 
so many properties to a single remedy, as the 
materia medica of to-day furnishes us with a 
separate remedy for almost every ache and pain 
that flesh is heir to, but we must consider that our 
great-grandfathers did not have such a supply to 
choose from, and so were from necessity forced to 
experiment more with those within their reach, 
and apply the same remedy to various diseases. 

During my experience with wood betony I have 
found it very successful in many of the diseases 
enumerated above, and since writing my former 
article, in the May number of NEW PREPARA- 
TIONS, various gentlemen who have been testing 
it, have reported very favorably of: the results. 

About a year ago I was called upon to treat Mr. 
M., a young man about 17 years of age, who, at 
the time of my seeing him, had been confined to 
his bed for about six weeks, and had been treated 
by about all the physicians in the neighborhood. 
He presented a very emaciated appearance, his 
skin having a yellow, jaundiced color, tongue 
slightly coated with a dark brown, appetite very 
poor, his stomach being so weak as to allow him 
to partake of but very little food. His urine was 
of a thick, bloody, mucous appearance, the amount 
passed in twenty-four hours averaged about one 
half-pint, accompanied by much pain during the 
passage of urine. 

I prescribed fluid extract wood betony, teaspoon- 
ful doses, to be taken in water four times a day. 
After the second day his urine began to clear up, 
and there was less pain during micturition; con- 
tinued treatment for a week, during which time 
his appetite began to increase; his urine became 
almost of a natural color (the bloody mucous mat- 
ter disappearing), and the pain on voiding had al- 
most entirely disappeared. Ordered good, nutri- 
tious diet, consisting of beef tea, plenty of rich 
milk, and, to the surprise of everybody, my pa- 
tient began to build up slowly but surely; con- 
tinued treatment as before, with the addition of a 
few tonics, and my patient. continued improving, 
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and to-day is enjoying good health. I have sev- | 


eral other important cases to report, which I will 
do some time in the future. 


Chlor-Anodyne. 


By W. Unperwoop, M. D., Indianapolis, Ind. 





HIS remedy is not only elegant, but efficzent 
in the highest degree. I have used it in sev- 


eral cases according to indications and directions, | 


with perfect success. A few weeks since I was 
called to attend Mrs. R., zt. 35, who was suffering 
from abdominal paroxysms, and rolling about on 
the floor in great pain. She had been in that con- 
dition for several hours, and had taken a few 


doses of camphor on sugar without benefit. Not | 
having any chlor-anod. with me, I administered | 


colocynthis, but the alleviation of her distress was 
onlytemporary. I was called to her again in the 
night, and gave her ten drops of chlor-anod. in 
sweetened water, and notwithstanding the “ music 
of the babes,” for the room was /z// of them, she 
was speedily tranquilized, fell asleep, and on look- 
ing out of my door next morning, the first person 
Isaw was my patient, working vigorously at the 
pump close by. From this clinic | have learned 
never to go on a professional visit without my 
pocket vial of chlor-anod. 

I] was called in haste to attend Mr. P., zt. 67, 
and found him in great distress, passing dysen- 
teric stools every few minutes, and learned that he 








| 

had spent a sleepless night. I gave chlor-anod.— 
10 drops—the effect was magical. He slept for 
four hours, and then had an evacuation, with 
some more hemorrhage. I prescribed for this, 
and other indications ; the dysentery was controlled, 
and the next day I discontinued my visits. 

Yet again, and a bright trophy for chlor-anod. I 

was sent for, at night, toa little boy, aged fifteen 
months. The afflicted mother informed me that 
her child had been purging constantly for more 
than three weeks. It was a clear case of cholera 
infantum. My first remedy was verat. vir. in dilu- 
tion. The next day I gave chlor-anod.—4 drops— 
with marked benefit. This, with some other reme- 
dies, according to symptoms, and the disease has 
been arrested, and the little golden-haired Roy E. 
is convalescing. My tiny patient seemed so 
charmed with the comforting drops that he 
would cry for them when I took the green vial 
from my pocket. And, here, I would just say 
that I prefer dark green colored bottles to all 
the amber-tinted in my cabinet, and I regard them 
as more ornamental and decidedly more useful for 
|the physician’s office than any other color, 
I am testing some of the new remedies, and will 
| write you results. Cascara sagrada is proving 
very serviceable to me in habitual constipation. I 
had used it from another pharmacy, and hesitated 
to prescribe it after a few trials, on account of 
nausea, which it seemed to produce, but have not 
found the like effect from your fluid extract. 


Correspondence. 





Necrosis. 


Dr. G. S. Robinson, of Providence, Penn, asks 
NEW PREPARATIONS the best treatment for 
Necrosis. 


Trial Glasses. 
Through your journal, NEW PREPARATIONS, 
you make a very liberal offer to physicians wishing 


to dispose of property. I have in my possession | 


a mew case of “ trial glasses,” which I am anxious 
to dispose of. The case contains 12 prism glasses, 


0 convex glasses and 46 concave glasses, framed ; + 
5S 


7 colored glasses, 3 perforated metals, 1 spectacle 
frame. I have no use for this case, therefore will 
sellcheap. If you will be kind enough to insert 
a shayt notice, and have applicants address me in 


your care, 1 will be obliged to you. The case is | 


new, and can be bought cheap (for $30). Be kind 
enough to attend to this at your earliest conveni- 
ence and oblige, yours very respectfully, 

Address J. C. S., care Box 641, Detroit. 





Urethritis—Dropsy. 

Acute or chronic inflammation of the mucous 
lining of the urethra may occur independently of 
infection by gonorrhceal virus or of irritating 
uterine discharges. The urethritis, however, de- 
mands no change in treatment, whether the causa- 
tion be idiopathic or specific, the symptoms in 
either case being identical, and the pathological 
changes liable to be set up being the same in each. 

My plan of treatment consists of the warm hip 
bath, or fomentations, rest in bed, an unstimu- 
lating diet, a free supply of demulcent drinks, and, 
by way of medication, a mixture of chlor-anodyne, 
cereus bonplandii and belladonna ; and in the case 
of women, a suppository of permanganate of 
potass. and belladonna. 

_ I recently had a case of dropsy under treatment, 
in which remarkable effects followed the adminis- 


tration of fluid extract of hair-cap moss, giving it 
in drachm doses every two hours. The case had 
been considered hopeless, but thanks to the enter- 
prise of Messrs. Parke, Davis, & Co., in introducing 
pew preparations, an article was available whose 
administration was followed by the removal of 19 
lbs. of water in 24 hours. 
Respectfully yours, 
C. WIENSMA, M. D. 
CENTRE CiTy, Minn. 


Damiana—-Cascara Sagrada. 


Concerning my use of damiana, I have found it 
|to be all for which it is recommended. In one 
case of impotence of long standing, I was aston- 
| ished at the quick results. In two others it was 
less quick, but none the less sure. In a certain 
class of cases not easily reached by the usual rem- 
edies it works like a charm. 

In regard to cascara sagrada, I should not wish 
to practice medicine in a malarial district like ours 
without it. Its power over the secretions of the 
| liver as well as the small intestines makes it partic- 
ularly adapted to those cases of bilious forms of 
| constipation so often met in practice. The consti- 
pation of elderly people readily yields before it 
when followed by strychnia. The after effects in 
no case have been unpleasant. I have a high 
| esteem for the excellence of the new remedies. 

A. W. ALVORD, M. D. 
| CLINTON, MICH., Sept. 4, 1879. 





| Black Haw. 

| Allow mea word on the action of black haw in 
| threatened miscarriage. I have used this remedy 
| during the last six years without a single failure. 
| Until recently I used an infusion of the bark from 
the green root, now I use P., D. & Co.’s fluid ex- 
|tract. Of late years I have used the black haw, 
in combination with mitchella repens and senecio 





226 


NEW PREPARATIONS. 


[September, 1879 





aurens, in leucorrhoea during gestation, with the 
best of satisfaction. Here let me call the attention 
of the profession to the twin sister of the above 
remedy—I mean viburnum opulus (high cranberry) 
in all diseases of the female organs of generation. 
I have found it to be one of our best nervines and 
antispasmodics, making it highly beneficial in all 
those troublesome hysterical cases of leucorrhcea, 
when the patient complains of numbness of the 
limbs and arms with a prickling sensation of the 
flesh. J. CLENDENEN, M. D. 
La SALLE, Ill., Aug. 28, 1879. 


Cascara Sagrada. 

I have used fluid ext. cascara sagrada in cases of 
habitual constipation with excellent results. By 
administering a mixture of cascara and syrup, 
equal parts, in doses of a teaspoonful, three times 
a day for three or four weeks, and then gradually 
and regularly decreasing the dose, I have been able 
to establish a habit of regularity, and eventually 
to effect a permanent cure. In nocase have I been 
obliged to increase the dose after the first few days. 

I have used fl. ext. jaborandi in dropsical cases 
with marked and satisfactory results; and in the 
first stage of acute rheumatics by getting the pa- 
tient thoroughly under its influence. I have suc- 
ceeded in obtaining a cure in from two to three 
days. 

I am using P., D. & Co.’s sugar-coated pills and 
pink granules, and note particularly their elegant 
oval shape and perfect solubility. 

WM. FAULKNER, M. D. 

ERIE, Pa., Aug. 19, 1879. 


Rhus Aromatica—Cascara Sagrada—Berberis 

Aquifolium. 

In a case of fifteen years’ standing of inconti- 
nence of urine, with dribbling of urine for fifteen 
or twenty minutes, after urinating, I had used all 
the remedies generally recommended for such dif- 
ficulty, with but little good effect, and as my pa- 
tient and myself became nearly hopeless as to a 
permanent good result, I finally sent for some rhus 
aromatica as a last resort. I was obliged to send 
four times for the medicine ere I succeeded in ob- 
taining it. I gave it in ten-drop doses, increasing 
the dose until the patient took seventeen drops 
four times a day. The medicine acted very kindly 
with him, and now, as some time has elapsed since 
he has noticed any symptoms, I am inclined to view 
it as a cure. 

I have used cascara sagrada in several cases of 
constipation and dyspepsia, and find it a very 
valuable remedy for the treatment of such disease. 

Berberis aquifolium I find an excellent alterant. 
In acne, eczema, prurigo and herpes zoster, it has 
given me great satisfaction. 

I am now using grindelia robusta in asthma. 
Will report at some future time. Yours, etc., 


R. ANDE BLAIR, M. D. 
WATERFORD, Pa., Aug. 26, 1879. 


Chlor-Anodyne—Coto Bark. 


My attention was called a few weeks ago to Mrs. 
A——, aged 31, who was subject to daily head- 
aches which baffled the skill of her family physi- 
cian. Upon examination, I found she was habit- 
ually constipated and troubled with dyspepsia. 
When I first saw her she was suffering great pain 
in the head; I gave her at once thirty drops of 
Parke, Davis & Co.’s_ chlor-anodyne with the most 
happy result, the pain being assuaged ina few 
minutes. By this means I gained her entire confi- 





dence, the relief being so immediate and great 
Subsequently I suggested that she take fluid ex. 
tract cascara sagrada, fluid extract berberis aqui- 
folium, 44 3 j, syrup, 3 ij. M. Sig. a teaspoonful 
three times a day. This being faithfully done for 
two weeks, she reports a very decided improve. 
ment and probable cure. The bowels are now 
regular. The distressing headaches to which she 
was so long subject trouble her no more, and her 
general health is consequently much improved. In 
this connection, permit me to observe that I know 
of no anodyne so prompt and effectual as chlor- 
anodyne in cases like the above or in colic or 
cramps. 

Being myself troubled with an obstinate diar- 
rhoea, I was led to experiment with the fluid ex- 
tract coto bark. I found that five drops on a lump 
of sugar controlled the difficulty without any nau- 
sea or subsequent return of the complaint. From 
what I am able to gather from the experience of 
my professional friends coto bark is proving to be 
a valuable acquisition as a powerful aromatic as- 
tringent. I offer these few remarks simply to as- 
sist in throwing light upon the action of the new 
remedies now being introduced by Messrs. Parke, 
Davis & Co., and trust they will be received in the 
same spirit in which they are written. 

A. H. STILL, M. D. 

NEw YORK, Sept. 6, 1879. 


Eupatorium Perfoliatum. 

My dear old friend, how are you? Is there any 
good fishing in your vicinity? [We should say there 
was. You try your line in the St. Clair Flats, 
only two hours’ ride from this city, and learn what 
catching fish is in reality—Ep.] I am becom- 
ing greatly run down with the long summer 
and constant confinement to my office, and must 
seek some cool place for three or four weeks to 
recuperate. As this is the season for rattlesnakes 
to bite, it has occurred to me to give to the profes- 
sion, through your journal, some virtues of an old 
remedy which I do not believe are generally known. 
Bear in mind, I only recommend it for snake dctes, 
Don’t think it remedial for “snakes in the boots.” 

In 1862, whilst medical director of the Con- 
federate army of the Trans-Mississippi depart- 
ment, my attention was frequently called to the 
soldiers being bitten by the rattlesnake, and whilst 
Ido not recall a death in any instance from this 
cause, I do remember well the alarming symptoms 
and the very unpleasant effects of the remedies 
generally used. Connected with the army was a 
brigade of Indians, and having always heard that 
they had a certain cure or antidote for that poison, 
I went in person to General Waite, the Indian 
brigadier, to learn, if possible, what it was, and it 
so happened that during the day spent at his tent, 
one of the Indians was bitten by a very large 
rattlesnake, and I was at once notified, and visited 
him, and found several of the Indians gathering 
the tops of a plant, which they bruised with a 
stone, and put into a vessel of boiling water. In 
a few minutes the bitten Indian having been care- 
fully wrapped in blankets, was: made to drink co- 
piously of the decoction, and a quantity of the 
scalded leaves were bound around the bitten part. 
The Indian all this time on his feet and walking, 
except for the moment when applying the leaves, 
or drinking. Very soon I noticed the profusest 
diaphoresis and slight nausea increasing to vomit- 
ing inashort time. This was kept up for probably 
an hour and a half, when no further attention was 
given him, and before leaving their camp in the 
afternoon the patient was on duty. 

The plant used I found to be the common bone- 
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a 
set, or eupatorium perfoliatum, which is the Indian’s| mother or the child. If nothing be done, two 
remedy in all such cases. lives must be sacrificed. If the circumstances be 
J. M. KELLER, M. D,_ | Such that one life must be lost, that life should 
| be the one deemed the least valuable. 
Statistics show that at least one woman in five 
j Indicati | dies in cases of craniotomy. _In each of these five 
eeteny—ts indications. |at least one life is lost. That gives a mortality 
EDITOR NEW PREPARATIONS—I wish to ask | of sixty per cent. These figures should be duly 
Dr. W. H. Rouse, through the medium of your| considered before this method of delivery is 
valuable journal, is a physician ever justifiable in | adopted. 
performing craniotomy? If so, under what cir-| The only other method left is section of the 
cumstances? If not, why not? I was led to ask| woman, which affords an opportunity to save the 
these questions after reading the doctor's excellent | Jife of the child as well as of the mother. Three 
remarks on foeticide and infanticide. If the doc- | methods have been tried: separation of the pubic 
tor does not think me impertinent I would like to| bones, Caesarean section, and gastro-elytrotomy. 
have him answer these questions fully. The first of these is scarcely justifiable; the sec- 
Yours with respect, J. E. INGLIS, M.D. |ond gives a mortality to the woman of about 
MorEA, Ill., Sept. 1, 1879. | sixty per cent—some give as high as ninety—with 
aie tea isiieedd Dr.|2 fair opportunity of saving most of the children; 
The above having been submitted to Dr-.| the Jast, though a comparatively new procedure, 
Rouse, he has favored us with the following reply : | has given results so favorable, that the time is not 
The physician’s mission is to save, not destroy | distant when it will supersede all others. With 
life. Craniotomy, when the child is not already|the advantages of antiseptics and the knowledge 
dead, must necessarily destroy the life of the foetus. | and experience derived from ovariotomy opera- 
The accoucheur who takes charge of a woman | tions, the mortality from gastro-elytrotomy will 
during parturition has the welfare and lives, even, | become less, and thus establish this as the opera- 
of the prospective mother and child placed in his | tion in these serious cases. 
care. He should neither cause nor permit the} With these statements the questions may be 
death of either if within his power to prevent. | briefly answered : 
When the child is dead, and cannot be delivered 1. Yes. 


sual means—forc ing—crani- : 
by the usua Sees OF Te —<aee 2. When the foetus is dead and cannot be better 


| 

| 

otomy is justifiable. In all other cases, though}, ) 0 44 

sanctioned by high authority, craniotomy is — FE ea ae eee 
| . 


best a questionable operation. aeons 
There are many cases in which the foetus can-| 3- “ Thou shalt not kill. 
not be removed without section of either the | W. H. Rouse, M. D., Detroit. | 
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Editorial. 
The Aim and Object of New Prepara- 


tions. 
ees present edition of NEW PREPARATIONS 
i 





numbers 25,000 copies, which, with the 

exception of the 5,000 which are mailed to 

the regular readers, are sent out as speci- 
men copies with a view to bringing in returns in 
the way of actual subscribers. We ask parties 
who may receive a copy of this issue to favor it 
with a close, candid, and even a critical, perusal. 
We are desirous, in the furtherance of our object, 
to have this journal regularly read by the active 
practitioners of medicine of this country, but while 
it is our ambition to talk through this medium to a 
larger audience than any other journal is favored 
with, we do not seek to gratify this ambition at the 
expense of the subscriber. The publisher certainly 
does his part thoroughly, in that he furnishes a 
greater amount of material, as compared with the 
subscription price, than is furnished by any other 
publisher of a journal devoted to either medicine 
or any of the collateral sciences. Twenty-six 
double column pages of the size of this journal 
each month, and set in this style of type, for one 
dollar a year, is unprecedently cheap. A _ perusal 
of our object as stated further on will help the 
reader to determine whether, as regards the qual- 
ity of the material in these pages, the journal mer- 
its his patronage. As an additional inducement 
to subscribers the publisher authorizes us to state 
that he will furnish NEW PREPARATIONS, graéés, 
for the remainder of the present year to all who 
will remit their subscription for 1880. 

NEW PREPARATIONS fills a place in medical 
journalism which previous to its establishment, had 
no occupant, a place, moreover, which, if medicine 
is to advance with the possibilities of its advance- 
ment, cannot remain untenanted. In spite of the 
great advances in medical science as a whole, 
which have characterized this latter half of the 
nineteenth century there has compara- 
tively little done in that particular branch to which 
all the others are subsidiary. The so-called “exact” 
divisions of medicine have the same attractions for 
the scientific mind that prove so fascinating to 
the student of what are distinctively known as the 
“exact sciences.” Hence it is that physiology, 
chemistry, pathology, microscopical anatomy and 
operative surgery have received the almost exclu- 
sive attention of the more scientifically inclined 


been 





Ss 


members of the profession, and those whose cir. 
cumstances make them independent of the prac- 
tice of medicine as a means of support. 


Our European brethren, and the Germans more 
particularly of late years, have done much towards 
broadening and deepening the foundations of med- 
ical science, but their attention has been given to 
this work to the neglect of the superstructure, the 
true end of all their study and research, Thera- 
peutics, So little attention, strange and paradoxi- 
cal as it may appear, has been given to this practi- 
cal division of medicine that Sir William Hamilton 
but a short time ago asked in all seriousness, 
whether medicine proper, that is therapeutics, had 
made any advances since the days of Hippocrates, 
The question is by no means so ridiculous as it 
might appear at first glance. The American army 
surgeon during the war remarked of the patient 
who died on the table before the amputation had 
been completed, that he had gone to heaven with 
a stump that he might be proud of, and the Ger- 
man physician quiets his conscience on the death 
of his patient by the sage reflection that the victim 
had the benefit of a splendid diagnosis. There are 
fashions in medicine as in other things, and the 
fashion has not yet by any means been turned in 
the direction of therapeutics. All the attention 
which this branch has received from the so-called 
leaders of the fashion, has been but incidental and 
desultory, and the great mistake of the rank and 
file has been their subserviency. As might natur- 
ally be expected in the event of a setting in of a 
current of independent thought in these matters, 
that current is beginning to flow in this country, 
and so strong has it already become that J. Mil- 
ner Fothergill, whom we have before quoted on 
this point, recently remarked that the future of 
therapeutics “lies in the hands, or rather in the 
heads, of the profession of America.” The Amer- 
ican doctor is of the same fibre as his countrymen, 
and is, therefore, of an intensely practical and in- 
ventive turn of mind. He needs only to avail him- 
self of so much of the results of his European con- 
temporary’s research as can be utilized in practice, 
but at the same time to make a declaration of 
independence from the domination which Euro- 
pean thinkers have to too great a degree exer- 
cised over him. It may be said that we are too 
utilitarian in our advice, and that the theoretical 
must precede the practical. We acknowledge the 
force of the remark, but we doubly fortify our 
position by such an acknowledgment. The differ- 
ent branches of medicine are so intimately concat- 
enated that it is impossible to attain proficiency in 
one without possessing a knowledge of the rest. 
The skillful surgeon must be a thorough anatomist; 
but a man may be a thorough anatomist without 
being a surgeon. And so it is in therapeutics; a 
knowledge of physiology, anatomy, chemistry and 
pathology, is necessary to therapeutics; but aman 
may possess all knowledge of the former, and still 
be practically ignorant of the latter. 
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well as the necessities of 
Hippo- 


The tendency, as 
the times, is to a division of labor. 
crates possessed all the knowledge of medicine 
extant in his day, and Hippocrates was a 
man of exceptional ability; but even though 
the physician of to-day towered over Hippo- 
crates in point of ability, as Hippocrates 
towered over his contemporaries, he would fail 
even to possess himself of a thorough knowledge 
of the science as it stands to-day, in all its divisions, 
to say nothing of his being able to give the various 
divisions the attention and study necessary to 
achieve distinction therein. Although many phy- 
sicians in general practice are competent obstet- 
ricians and surgeons, and though they would not 
hesitate to perform an iridectomy, or remove a 
cataract, or even to ligate the popliteal artery, none 
of them rise higher than the level whence their 
knowledge of these operations proceeds ; few, if 
any, but specialists, who devote themselves in par- 
ticular directions, add anything to the height of 
the water-mark. He, therefore, who would ad- 
vance therapeutics, must give this particular sub- 
ject special attention, and there is no one better 
fitted, or whose circumstances better qualify him, 
to devote this attention than the American prac- 
titioner. Therapeutics is his every-day business. 
Itis his means of support, and, for very obvious and 
practical reasons, all collateral knowledge, must be 
made'subservient to this. Neither our government 
nor any of our learned societies, as is the case in 
Europe, offer any encouragement to scientific 
workers. The rewards of science in this country 
come directly and solely from. those whom science 
directly benefits, and in the case of medicine the 
practitioner’s reward comes directly from the 
pocket of the patient. The general practitioner, 
therefore, while enjoying the opportunities, owes 
itas a duty to himself, as well as to his patient, to 
make therapeutics his specialty. 

But a szwe gua non of therapeutics is medicine. 
The armamentarium of the physician is supplied 
from the store-houses of nature. Many requisitions 
have already been made on these store-houses, but 
he would be a very’ self-sufficient person who 
would maintain that they have been even meas- 
urably exhausted. So far from this being the 
case, it is more probable that the profession of to- 
day are in the position of Sir Isaac Newton, who 
likened himself to a child playing on the sea-shore, 
who occasionally picked up a pebble of rare beauty, 
but who had made no incursions on the vast ocean 
of truth which lay strétched out before it. There 
is a popular belief that nature has provided in 
every country remedies for the diseases indigenous 
to that country. While we are not prepared to 
give this belief our full indorsement, there are 
many facts calculated to give it color, and we are 
forcibly struck by the following quotation from the 
address of the chairman on the section of medi- 
cine at the meeting of the British Medical Asso- 
ciation last month : “We are forced to admit that 


diseases have come and gone, that successive 
epochs have had their characteristic maladies, 
that different regions of the globe possessed their 
pathologies as well as their floras, and that the 
disorders of man took form and character and 
color from the changing climates and civilization in 
the midst of which he dwelt, and of which, in a 
cosmical sense, he formed a constituent part.” 
Would it be unfair, from such a remark to at- 
tribute to the learned author a sympathy with the 
popular belief we have referred to? If it is not 
true that animals and vegetables which are sub- 
jected to the same meteorological influences beget 
an affinity for each other, there can certainly be 
nothing in these influences which should prejudice 
the animal against the vegetable; or, to be more 
pointed, the fact that drugs are found in our own 
fields and forests furnishes no valid reason why 
we should not test the merits of these drugs as 
therapeutic agents. And yet there are members 
of the profession who actually refuse this test, 
and for no better reason! The last few years, 
however, have wrought a marked change in this 
respect. A number of American drugs have been 
submitted to the crucial test of experience, and 
the result has been such as to create an interest 
and stimulate a spirit of research in this direction 
never before known. American physicians are 
beginning to realize the fact that they owe it to 
themselves, to those to whom they minister in dis- 
ease, and to science, to become as conversant as 
they may with the therapeutic properties of the 
flora of their own country. The extent to which 
they have already carried their investigations in 
this direction has rendered necessary the existence 
of an organ through which the results of these 
investigations may be given to the profession. It 
is the aim and object of NEW PREPARATIONS to 
be thisorgan. Different departments of medicine 
find it necessary to have journals conducted ex- 
clusively in their interests, and the division of labor 
in journalism is thus becoming as general as it is 
in the field of actual practice. NEW PREPARA- 
TIONS is devoted exclusively to therapeutics, and 
more especially to the consideration of the thera- 
peutic properties of the more recent additions to 
the materia medica. Realizing the fact that clin- 
ical experience in the use of a drug is the only 
| reliable test of its merit, it solicits the results of 
the experience of the practical men of the pro- 
| fession in the use of new drugs. In introducing 
|a new remedy for the consideration of the profes- 
sion it has always been careful to bring forward 
nothing which a thorough previous trial has not 
proven to be possessed of sufficient merit to jus- 
tify its administration in the ailments for which its 
use is suggested. During the three years of its 
existence it has, by a rigid conformity to this rule, 
never recommended an article which the subse- 
quent experience of the profession did not justify 
it in recommending, while many of the articles 
which have been brought into general use through 
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its influence have become permanent and valu- 
able fixtures in the materia medica. So general 
has their use become in this country that they 
have for some time had a place on the price lists 
of all of the American wholesale dealers, while the 


demand for them in England has caused them to | 


be quoted by the wholesale druggists in that coun- 
try. When the conservatism of the medical pro- 
fession of England, and their high standard of 
professional requirement, are considered, the latter 
fact speaks volumes in favor of the remedies. 
NEW PREPARATIONS appeals to the’ profession 
for support with all the more confidence from the 
fact that its interests and those of the profession 
are identical. It does not expect the aid of that 
self-sufficient but very small party in the profes- 
sion whose list of remedies contains only iron, qui- 
nine and calomel, and who ring the changes 
on these three. It does, however, expect to re- 
ceive the countenance and support of all those 
who believe that therapeutics is a branch of medi- 
cine which is capable of advancement. From all 
such it respectfully solicits not only such pecu- 
niary support as comes from the subscriptions, 
but also the more valuable support which they 
can afford by contributions of the results of their 
experience of the use of drugs in disease. 


Commercial Spoliation— The Merrells 
Again in Trouble. 


like chickens, come home to roost. A curse is 
an unwarrantable usurpation of a superhuman 
prerogative, and while one need not necessarily 
gloat over an exhibition of its boomerang-like 
property, there is a principle in natural justice 
which justifies a grim satisfaction in seeing the 
biter bitten. 


fer is an old saw to the effect that curses, 
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The salient features of the recent memorable 
attack on an extensive firm of manufacturing 
chemists of this city, through the medium of the 
new drug, cascara sagrada, will, doubtless, readily 
recall themselves to the minds of the majority of 
our readers. It will be remembered that ‘the 
cloven foot of the firm of Merrell, Thorp & Lloyd, 
of Cincinnati, was pointed out, to the great dis- 
comfiture of that firm. It will be remembered 
also, how complete was the vindication, by the 
overwhelming voice of the profession of the coun- 
try, as expressed through the medical journals, 
from the covert charges ef fraud preferred against 
our local house, and how thoroughly the merits of 
cascara sagrada were in consequence established. 
Recent developments, as set forth in an article on 
Alstonia Constricta, in the Pharmacist & Chemist, 
published elsewhere (p. 237) in our present num- 
ber, demonstrate the force of the saying that he 
who would maliciously bespatter the fair name 
of another had better himself be closely watched. 
Aside from their showing up to the profession 
of this country the true character of the champions 
of the “ Specific Tincture” humbug, we are ex- 
tremely sorry that this piece of spoliation in con- 
nection with Alstonia has been attempted. Its 
influence on the introduction of the new drug 
referred to, in particular, and of new remedies 
in general, with those whom an exfosé of the 
chicanery may not happen to reach, cannot be 
otherwise than injurious. Weare strongly in favor 
of allowing enterprise to remunerate itself within 
reasonable bounds, but when a firm has the hardi- 
hood and the effrontery deliberately to pursue a 
course in direct violation of “mercantile, to say 
nothing of moral rules of action,” it becomes the 
duty of the medical press, the custodian of pro- 
fessional interests, to hold it up to merited con- 
demnation. 








Book Reviews. 





How Infant Mortality may be Lessened. Sug- | Ziemssen, and are furnished at the same rates per 


gestions by the State Board of Health of Wiscon- | 


volume, viz., $5, $6 and $7.50, according to the 


sin, from the Secretary, Dr. F. 7. Reese, Appleby. | binding. 


History of the Discovery of Anzsthesia.—By 
F. Marion Sims, M. D. M. A., LL. D., 207 
Madison ave., N. Y. From the author. 
from Virginia Medical Monthly, May, 1877. 


Ophthalmology in the Last Quarter-Century.— 
An address before the Medical Society of the 
State of New York, by Henry D. Noyes, M. D., 
Professor of Ophthalmology and Otology in Belle- 
vue Hospital Medical College, Surgeon to the 
New York Eye and Ear Infirmary. February, 1879. 
Compliments of the author. 


Specimen Pages of a Treatise on Hygiene and 
Public Health.—By A. H. Buck, M. D., and pub- 
lished by Wm. Wood & Co., New York, 27 Great 
Jones street. Hygiene and Public Health is issued 
in two volumes, royal 8vo and illustrated. As 
Ziemssen’s encyclopedia has no volume devoted to 
public health, the publishers have had copies of 
this work bound to match the varying style of 


Taken | taken personally to write the volume. 





Owing to the illness of Prof. Von Ziemssen, vol. 
g, on skin diseases, will not be published until 
some time next winter, as the professor has under- 


North Carolina Board of Health, method for 
performing fost-mortem examinations. From the 
Secretary, Thomas F. Wood, M. D., Wilmington, 
N.C. This is a pamphlet issued by the State 
Board of Health, giving directions for medico- 
legal post-mortem examinations for the use of their 
county superintendents, as their law makes it obli- 
gatory for them to perform this duty and also to 
make monthly returns. The directions are full 
and complete, and are based on the German regu- 
lations of 1877, by Dr. Wood. 

Were post-mortems in Michigan conducted after 
the manner ordered in North Carolina witnesses 
and experts would have no guess-work in givin 
their opinion, and the courts and jury would muc 
more readily understand the evidence. 
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Transactions of the Medical Society of the 
State of Tennessee, at its 46th Annual Meeting, 
1879 ; Nashville. Tenn. Printed at the American 
Book and Job Rooms, 48 Church street, 1879. 
Compliments of F. Berrien Lindsley, M. LD. 

The above is a neat volume of 220 pages, printed 
in good style, and with a complete index. The 
transaction speaks well for our Tennessee brethren, 
and shows their State society to be energetic and 
interested in the progress of medical science. We 
notice our old friend, Dr. J. B. Lindsley is still active 
and interested in his profession. Dr. Thornton, of 
Memphis, gives the notes of 143 cases of yellow 
fever, together with a meteorological table, and Dr. 
Hope, of Chattanooga, presents facts on the intro- 
duction and dissemination of yellow fever by per- 
sons. The next annual meeting will be held in 
Knoxville on the 1st Tuesday in April, 1880. 


American Health Primer, The Summer and its 
Diseases.—By Fames C. Wilson, M. D., physician 
to the Philadelphia Hospital and to the hospital of 
the Jefferson Medical College and lecturer on 
physical diagnosis in the Jefferson Medical College, 
in Philadelphia. Philadelphia, Lindsay & Blakis- 
ton, 1879. For sale by E. B. Smith & Co., Detroit ; 
price fifty cents. 

The Summer and tts Diseases is No.3 of Keen’s 
health primers, and treats of, Ist, the summer; 2d, 
sun stroke and heat fever; 3d, summer diarrhoea 
and dysentery; 4th, cholera infantum; 5th, sum- 
mer and autumnal fevers; 6th, summer colds and 
hay fever; 7th, the skin in summer and its diseases, 
“ An ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure,” 
is an old adage, but a true one. The little book 
before us has prevention for its primary object and 
hence is of great value, especially for the heads of 
families for whose information it is especially writ- 
ten. Every chapter is full of sound advice, and if 
any one is of more service than another, it is the 
one on summer colds and hay asthma. The re- 
commendations therein given are based on sound 
knowledge, and had the author been acquainted 
with the northern peninsula of Michigan, he would 
have included it as one of the resorts for victims 
of hay asthma. 


Memoranda on Poisons.—By Thomas Hawks 
Tanner, M. D., F. L. S. Fourth American, from 
the last London enlarged and revised edition. 
Philadelphia, Lindsay & Blakiston, 1879. For 
sale at Detroit by E. B. Smith & Co.; price 75 
cents. 

These memoranda are especially adapted to 
show at a glance the treatment to be adopted in 
each particular instance of poisoning to which a 
medical man is liable to be summoned. The work 
before us treats in a general manner of toxicology, 
to which six chapters are devoted. Four chapters 
are given to corrosive poisons, four to simple 
irritant poisons, ten to specific irritant poison, ten 
to neurotic poisons with an appendix on bites and 
stings—the composition of important pharmaco- 
peial preparations, to which a copious index is 
added. As the whole book is given to purely 
practical matter, and concisely written, it is of 
more than ordinary value to the busy practitioner, 
and should be in the possession of every one, 
especially those who do not have the convenient 
consulting physician at his hand. Tanner’s works 
are all good authority. 

How to Use the Microscope.—Practical Hints 
on the Selection and Use of the Microscope, 
intended for beginners.—By Yohn Phin, editor of 
the American Fournal of Microscopy. Second 
edition, fully illustrated and greatly enlarged! New 
York: The Industrial Publication Company, 176 
Broadway. - Price 75 cents. 





This book is a 12mo volume, and is intended 
for beginners in the use and study of the micro- 
scope. The author describes the instrument, 
gives the distinction between simple and com- 
pound microscopes, explains objectives and gives 
the rules for testing them ; teaches how to select 
a microscope for practical purposes ; gives the ac- 
cessory apparatus; explains illumination and how 
to apply it; the collection, preparation and exami- 
nation of objects; the apparatus for mounting 
them; cements and varnishes, and finishing the 
slides. 

As the microscope has become an instrument 
of so much value not only in the sciences, but 
also in-the arts, and as every one who needs its 
use cannot have a teacher to instruct him, this 
little book will fill the place in a great measure. 
It is well illustrated, the cuts being fully explained 
by the text. We commend it to all those who are 
beginners in the art of microscopy. 


Laboratory Teaching, or Progressive Exer- 
cises in Practical Chemistry.—By Charles Lon- 
don Bloxam, Professor of Chemistry in King’s 
College, London, England. In the Department of 
Artillery Studies, Woolwich, and in the Royal 
Academy, Woolwich. 4th edition, with 89 illustra- 
tions. 

Philadelphia : Lindsay & Blakiston. 1879. For 
sale in Detroit by E. B. Smith & Co. Price $1.75. 

This work is intended for use in the chemical 
laboratory by those who are commencing the 
study of practical chemistry. It takes for granted 
that the student is ‘“‘ unacquainted with the sub- 
ject,” and hence does not enter upon any theoreti- 
cal speculations. It dispenses with all costly 
apparatus and chemicals, and places the subject 
in its simple and most attractive form. An expe- 
rience of twenty-three years has led the author to 
devise this system, and upon a close examination 
of the work we believe it is a success. 

The book makes no pretension to the realms of 
higher chemistry, but so far as it confines itself it 
teaches more practical chemistry than often be- 
falls the lot of ordinary men to have time to 
learn. An alphabetical list of the principal tests 
or reagents is given, also a full index. A special 
feature of the work is the illustrations. They are 
clean and new, and with the excellent quality of 
the paper and type have a bewitching influence 
on the eye, and lend to it a special attraction. It 
is a valuable work to all those who have a taste 
for chemistry and desire a practical guide for its 
study. 


Materia Medica and Therapeutics—Vegetable 
Kingdom.—By Charles D. #. Phillips, M. D., 
F. R. C.S. E., Lecturer on Materia Medica, West- 
minster Hospital, London. Edited and adapted to 
the U. S. Pharmacopoeia by Henry G. Piffard, 
A. M., M. D., Professor of Dermatology, Univer- 
sity of the city of New York, Surgeon to Charity 
Hospital, etc. New York: Wm. Wood & Co., 
27 Great Jones street. ~ 1879. 

This work comprises No. 8 of Wood’s Medical 
Library of Standard Authors, and fully maintains 
the reputation of the publishers in their initial 
promise to their subscribers. In fact, we are dis- 
appointed; the promise is more than filled, and 
Wm. Wood & Co. should have the support of the 
younger members of the profession in furnishing 
so much practical material for their libraries at 
so cheap a rate, viz.: $12 fortwelve volumes. The 
author informs his readers that “his work makes 
no pretension to bring forward a large mass of 
original research respecting abstract questions, 
although he believes it will be found to contain a 
considerable number of practical remarks on the 
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use of drugs which are the genuine result of his 
own observations.” The American author has so 
rewritten the work as to make it conform to the 
officinal preparations of the U. S. Pharmacopeeia, 
and has also added the dose in conformity with 
the metric system—-a labor we think he could have 
as well dispensed with, for reasons pertinent to 
the system itself. Wecommend the work as a 
valuable addition to the series of Wood’s Library 
of Standard Authors. 

The design of the author is to follow this vol- 
ume by “The Consideration of Drugs of Inor- 
anic Action,’”’ and which we learn is nearly ready 
or the press, thus making a complete work on the 
subject. The index of medicines is full, and is 
followed by one of diseases to which they are ap- 
plicable. 


Essays on Surgical Anatomy and Surgery.— 
First, an essay upon the Surgical Anatomy and 
History of the Common External and Internal 
Carotid Arteries. Awarded the first prize of the 
American Medical Association, June, 1878. 

Second. An essay upon the Surgical Anatomy 
and History of the Innominate and Subclavian 
Arteries Awarded the second prize of the Amer- 
ican Medical Association, June, 1878. 

Third. An essay upon the Surgical Anatomy 
of the Tibio-Tarsal Region. Awarded the (James 
R. Wood) annual prize of the Alumni Association 
of the Bellevue Hospital Medical College. 1876. 

Fourth. An essay upon the Surgical Anatomy 
of the Obturator Artery and Notes upon the Sur- 
gical Anatomy of the Hip-Joint. By Yohn A. 
Wyeth, M. D. (University of Louisville), Member 
of the New York County Medical Society, New 
York Pathological Society, Honorary Member of 
the College of Physicians and Surgeons of Little 
Rock, Arkansas, etc. New York: Wm. Wood & 
Co., publishers, 27 Great Jones street. 1879. 

The two first of these essays were published in 
the Transactions of the American Medical Asso- 
ciation for 1878, and have been before the medi- 
cal public for over a year. That they received the 
prizes of the Association is sufficient to rank them 
ofthe first order of merit. The other two essays 
are short, but at the same time valuable to the 
surgeon. 

The dissections embodied in the essays were 
made in every instance by the author, and the de- 
ductions from them are positive. 

The author having received the assent of the 
Committee of Publication of the American Medi- 
cal Association to publish the essays, the Messrs. 
Wood & Co. have presented them in a neat vol- 
ume of 262 pages, and thus placed them within 
the reach of all that part of the profession who 
do not receive the transactions of the American 
Medical Association. 

To the surgeon the book is invaluable, and fills 
a space to the present time empty in our surgical 
literature. 


Clinical Medicine ; A Systematic Treatise on 
the Diagnosis and Treatment of Diseases.— 
Designed for the use of Students and Practition- 
ers of Medicine, By Austin Flint, M. D., Pro- 
fessor of the Principles and Practice of Medicine 
and of Clinical Medicine in the Bellevue Hospital 
Medical College, etc. Philadelphia: Henry C. 
Lea. 1879. 

This is a new work, by the author of “The 
Principles and Practice of Medicine,” and is de- 
signed more particularly for the use of students. 
It is devoted more particularly to the diagnosis 
and treatment of disease. The book is intended 
to be entirely practical, and to avoid the discus- 
sion of questions relating to physiology and eti- 





ology. ‘In the arrangement of the work dis. 
eases are classed according to the system of op. 
gans primarily affected, and affections close} 
related are grouped together so as to elucidate 
their differentiation, and the appropriate treatment 
is pointed out for each.” No author in this coun- 
try is better known than Austin Flint, and his 
vast experience and observation render valuable 
any work he places before his countrymen. His 
writings are purely American, and are applicable 
to our whole country. For the past year yellow 
fever has occupied the attention of the profession 
and the people of the United States with more 
than ordinary solicitude, but as we turn to the 
subject in this book, we must confess to a disap. 
pointment that the distinguished author has passed 
it by at so cheap a rate, especially as there seems 
to exist a difference of opinion as to the nature of 
the disease called yellow fever, now devastating our 
southern cities. There is no one man more capa- 
ble of elucidating the subject than our author, 
With this exception, the work is concise and prac- 
tical, and should be studied by every American 
student, and be a part of the library of every prac- 
titioner of medicine. 

It is presented to the reader in the usual neat 
style of the publisher. 


Conspectus of Organic Materia Medica, and 
Pharmacal Botany, comprising the Vegetable and 
Animal Drugs; their physical characters, geo- 
graphical origin, classification, doses, adulterations, 
etc.; table of tests and solubilities of the alka- 
loids appended. By L. £. Sayre, P. H.G. Phila- 
delphia: D. G. Brinton, M. D., 115 South Seventh 
street. 1879. 1 vol., 8vo., pp. 220, with folding 
tables. Price in cloth by mail, post-paid, $2. Upon 
opening the work the eye is attracted by a chart of 
botanical materia medica, occupying 18 pages, 
wherein is given the natural order, the officinal 
name, the botanical name, the common name, the 
habitat, the part used, the constituents, the medi- 
cal properties, the doses, and officinal preparations; 
next we have the geographical grouping of drugs, 
the botany, the natural orders of drugs, their char- 
acteristics, constituents, etc. Two tables complete 
the work, one of the alkaloids, and one of antidotes 
and incompatibles. 

The chart itself is of great value to the student, 
and indeed the whole book is full of instructive 
reading, and gives evidence of close research by 
the author. The book is not an exhaustive treatise 
on materia medica, but is intended to give the* 
salient points of drugs proper as to make them if 
possible, attractive and instructive to the reader. 
To the student of pharmacy and medicine it is in- 
valuable. We commend it with the greatest of 
pleasure. 


Differential Diagnosis. A Manual of the Com- 
parative Semiology of the more important Dis- 
eases. By F. De Havilland Hall, M. D., Assist- 
ant Physician to the Westminster Hospital, Lon- 
don. American edition, with extensive additions. 
Philadelphia: D. G. Brinton, 115 South Seventh 
street. 1879. 1 vol., 8vo, pp. 205. Printed on 
handsome tinted paper, bound in English pebbled 
cloth, with beveled boards. Price $2. 

This work is based on the tabular method, and 
has been extended to the more frequent and im- 
portant diseases, as follows: Part Ist, General dis- 
eases. Chapter 1st discusses fevers; 2d, Diseases 
of the blood. Part 2d, Local diseases. Chapter Ist, 
Diseases of the nervous system; 2d, Diseases of 
the respiratory system ; 3d, Diseases of the circula- 
tory} system; 4th, Diseases of the digestive sys 
tem; 5th, Diseases of the urinary system. — 

To the modern student of medicine this work 
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bears a simlar relation to that borne by Williams's 
“Principles of Medicine” years ago; but like every- 
thing else, medical teaching has changed, and so 
have medical writers ; but not always for the better. 
Dr. Hall has, however, done a service in presenting 
the work before us. Itisa multum in parvo. It 
teaches how to make a diagnosis. To detect a 
specific disease, is one of the highest accomplish- 
ments in a medical man; it is a power outside of 
books, and he who can make a correct diagnosis 
is far ahead of him who can only treat it when he 
knows “what’s the matter.” F. De Havilland 
Hall teaches how one disease can be detected from 
another of similar symptoms, and herein lies its 
value. The work has received the cordial indorse- 
ment of the English medical press, and we cor- 
dially recommend it to the American student. 
Every young physician’s library should have a 
copy, for the work is written more especially for 
his benefit. We advise him, and even his elders, 
to procure it. 


Potts’ Disease; its Pathologies and Mechan- 
ical Treatment, with Remarks on Rotary Lat- 
eral Curvature. By WNewton M. Shaffer, M. D., 
Surgeon in charge of the New York Orthopcedic 
Dispensary; Orthopoedic Surgeon to St. Luke’s 
Hospital, New York. New York; G. T. Putnam’s 
Sons, 182 Fifth avenue. 1879. Can be had through 
E.B. Smith & Co., Detroit, or of the publishers. 

The author discusses Potts’ disease under two 
general heads, viz.: its Pathology and its Treat- 
ment. As are the views held by the surgeon as to 
the cause of the disease and its pathological con- 
dition, so will he be inducted into the treatment. 
Some surgeons hold that the disease is of trau- 
matic origin, and hence the treatment should be 
purely mechanical; others that it is a constitu- 
tional disease, and hence the treatment conforms 
to this view. To quote from the author: “I 
differ from the gentlemen who make the assertion 
that Potts’ disease is traumatic in its origin, and 
hence quite easily cured, and I do not deem it 
necessary in this connection to apologize for the 
statement that my conclusions are founded upon 
an experience which is based upon an aggregate 
of many thousand cases of joint, of Potts’ disease, 
and spinal disease; the histories of over four 
thousand of which were either recorded by my- 
self or taken under my personal instruction.” 

The author discusses the comparative merits of 
the plaster socket of Sayre and the antero-pos- 
terior support. He disapproves the former, and 
adopts the latter. He is in favor of a modifica- 
tion of Taylor's apparatus, and recognizes the 
necessity of rest to the parts implicated. Direc- 
tions are given how to apply this splint to the 
different regions affected, and the work closes 
with the history of a number of cases in support 
of his views. 

The book should be read from beginning to 
end, as no brief abstract can do it justice. In 
view of the interest in the subject we recommend 
the book to the profession as a valuable addition 
to the true elucidation. 


Lessons in Gynecology.—By William Goodell, 
A. M., M. D., Physician in Charge of the Preston 
Retreat, Professor of Clinical Gynecology in the 
University of Pennsylvania, Fellow of the Ameri- 
can Gynecological Society, etc. Philadelphia, Pa.: 
D.G. Brinton, M. D., 115 South Seventh street. 
1879. Pages 380, with 80 illustrations. Price, 
cloth, $3 ; leather, $3.50. Can be obtained through 
E. B. Smith & Co., Detroit. 

The work is dedicated to S. Weir Mitchell, 
M. D., as a token of friendship and esteem. The 
author informs the reader in his preface “ that the 





book is not a treatise upon the diseases of women, 
but mainly the outcome of clinical and of didactic 
lectures, delivered to the advanced students of the 
Medical Department of the University of Penn- 
sylvania.” 

The work is divided into twenty-nine lessons. 
The first is devoted to gynecological instruments. 

2. Caruncle and other affections of the female 
urethra. 

3. Vesical disorders of women. 

4. Fistule of the female genital organs. 

5. Closure of the vulva for incurable vesico-vagi- 
nal fistula—tumor of the vulva. 

6. On the causes, the prevention and the cure of 
lacerations of the female perineum. 

7. Secondary operation. 

8. Local and constitutional treatments for chronic 
metritis and endometritis. 

g. Retroversion and retroflexions of the womb. 

Io. Anteversions and anteflexions of the womb. 

11. Dilatation of the cervical canal. 

12 and 13. On the use of pessaries and abdom- 
inal supporters. 

14 and 15. Prolapse of the womb, etc. 

16. Lacerations of the cervix uteri. 

17. Cancer of the womb. 

18, Vegetation of the endometrium. 

19. Polypus of the womb. 

20 and 21. Fibroid tumors of the womb and their 
treatment. 

22. Spaying for fibroid tumors of the womb and 
other disorders of menstrual life. 

23. Ovarian cyst. 

24. Ovariotomy by abdominal section. 

25. Vaginal ovariotomy. 

26. Nerve-tire and womb-ills, or the relation of 
neurasthema to diseases of the womb. 

27. Some practical hints for the prevention of 
uterine disorders. 

28. The relation which faulty closet accommoda- 
tions bear to the diseases of women. 

29. The sexual relations as causes of uterine dis- 
orders. 

We have given the contents in full in order that 
our readers may learn the scope of the work, ab- 
stracts taken at random would give but little more 
information to our readers. It should be studied 
as a whole, for although we could take exceptions 
to some of its teachings, nevertheless, there is so 
much of good that we forbear criticism. To close 
we quote from the Medical and Surgical Reporter, 
of Philadelphia : 

“Dr. Goodell’s book is one of the most valuable 
ever given to the profession. It is a book that a 
doctor can not help reading; and reading can not 
help understanding; and understanding can not 
help obtaining much knowledge of constant utility 
in his professional duties.” 

The physician who understands Goodell’s les- 
sons will not stand much in need of the profes- 
sional gynecologist, and we sincerely commend it to 
his attention. Like the egg, it is full of meat, 
even to the end. 


G. P. Putnam’s Sons, 182 Fifth Avenue, announce 
that they will issue in October a Dictionary of the 
German terms used in Medicine, by Dr. G. R. 
Cutler, Surgeon of the New York Eye and Ear 
Hospital, 16mo, cloth. 

Also Medical® Students’ Aid Series, comprising 
vols on Anatomy, Botany (Medical), Chemistry 
(Medical), Therapeutics and Toxicology; 16mo; 
paper, 25 cents; cloth, 50 cents; Outlines of Medi- 
cine, 16mo, 60 cents. 

In November, a Manual of the Practice of Sur- 
gery, by W. Fairlie Clark, 8vo, illustrated with 
200 engravings. 
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Pamphlets Received. 





The American Journal of Electrology and Neu- 
rology.—By ohn Butler, M. D., 102 East 22d 
street, New York city. Vol. 1, No.1. Published 
quarterly. Subscription, $2.00 per annum. Boericke 
& Tafel, 145 Grand street, publishers. 

The editor informs us that the journal is not 
published in the interest of any individual, clique, 
school or party, nor is it the mouthpiece of any 
society, but has been issued purely in the cause of 
science. We wish our brother success in his new 
undertaking. 





College Announcements. 





COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS AND SURGEONS, 
New York. Medical department of Columbia 
College. Seventy-second annual catalogue. Reg- 








ular session of 1879-80, begins Wednesday, Oct, 
1st. College building corner 4th ave. and 234 
street ; John G. Carter, M. D., Secretary, to whom 
letters should be addressed for information. 








Foreign. 





Report of the Resident Medical Superintendent 
of the Richmond District Lunatic Asylum, Dublin, 
for the year 1876. 

British Medical Association, held at Cork, Aug,, 
1879. 

Report of the Medical Reform Committee. 

Report of the Out-patient Reform Committee. 

Report of the Parliament Bills Committee. 

Report of the Habitual Drunkards Committee. 

Draft Report, showing the total number of mem- 
bers on the register to be 7,810, and the balance on 
hand to be over $30,000. 





Proceedings 


of Societies. 





Proceedings of the Wayne County 
Medical Society. 


STATED MEETING, 


DETROIT, Jan. 9, 1879. 
Dr. Gustin, having returned from a visit to the 
South, read a paper on Florida, of which the fol- 
lowing is a rather full extract : 


4 


Mr. President and Gentlemen of the Wayne County 
Medical Soctety: 

To-night I present, at your request, a few simple 
remarks on Florida, suggested by my late visit 
there. The subject itself is one that we, as medi- 
cal men, ought to study and understand to be of 
practical use to some of our patients who are in- 
clined to leave their homes for the benefit of their 
health; so that we, as their medical advisers, 
might be able to advise intelligently whether they 
ought to go west, to the higher latitudes, to the 
rarer atmosphere of the mountain, or to the moist 
and milder climates of the South. 

Yiorida as described by the late Surgeon-Gen- 
eral Lawson is “ Washed on the east side by the 
Atlantic, and on the west and southwest by the 
waters of the gulf; daily fanned by the breezes 
from the sea, which are wafted over the whole face 
of the country, and with an atmosphere of agreeable 
temperature through winter and through summer, 
its climate cannot be more unfriendly to the health 
of man than that of the adjacent States which 
present but.one side, or a small portion of their 
territory to the ocean. Florida may have more 
lakes on its surface, a few more rivers and 
rivulets, and a greater extent of swamp, perhaps, 
than the other States; but the exhalations from 
these sources are evidently modified and mollified 
by the universally pervading sea atmosphere, and 
must consequently be less destructive to human 
life than malaria which 
swamps and bottom lands of Louisiana, Alabama, 
Georgia and South Carolina, or by the banks of 
the water-courses even of other more northern sec- 
tions of country. The general healthfulness of 
many parts of Florida, particularly on its coasts, 
is proverbial.” 

In conversation with a gentleman friend of deli- 
cate constitution and plenty of means at his dis- 
posal, who had made climate a study for his own 
benefit, I learned some interesting facts. This 


gentleman has traveled and lived years in the 
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southern countries of Europe, in the south of 
Africa, certain parts of Asia, South Sea Islands, 
the East and West Indies, and all portions of the 
west and south of our own country, and he gives 
as his experience of all climates, high up on the 
mountains and on the low lands, that he consid- 
ered the southern part of Florida, about the middle 
of the peninsula about the origin of the St. John’s 
river, freer from malaria than any other place that 
he had ever visited. He used to sleep on the 
ground in that section with simply a woolen blan- 
ket beneath him for a month at a time, without 
experiencing any unpleasantness in the least; but 
he says that in those portions of . Florida that 
people generally visit (those portions inhabited by 
invalids), he found more or less of malaria and 
moisture. It is understood by many physicians 
north that the atmosphere there is dry and warm, 
which I think is quite a mistake. It appears to be 
a warm, moist, soothing atmosphere, and I should 
judge acted nicely upon that class of cases in 
which we found a dry and irritable condition of 
the bronchial tubes. ; 

The St. Johns river from Jacksonville to Pilatka, 
and the upper St. Johns is perfectly beautiful. All 
along from two to ten miles are small towns, being 
principally residences and hotels. I suppose in the 
last ten years more money has been spent on this 
river border by residents of the north than on the 
Hudson in the same length of time. The time is 
not far distant when the St. Johns river will be one 
of the wealthiest portions of the country on this 
continent. It will be the Hudson of the South. 
A large variety of fish are found in these streams. 
The St. Johns river is brackish very often as far 
up as Pilatka, some 80 to 100 miles from its mouth. 

I would speak first of the most important and 
least regarded among all the items which a visitor 
must bear in mind, and that is dress, proper cloth- 
ing. A person should have warm under flannels, 
and not leave them off under any consideration, 
and go provided with cloaks and overcoats. There 
would not be so much necessity for this were the 
houses built there as north, but unfortunately a 
great many of them are built upon the principle of 
“cold air boxes,” as in all warm climates, although 
of late years there are many substantial and mod- 
ern residences erected. 

In the next place one should always be accom- 
panied by friends, for there are no sources of 
amusement which cannot be exhausted in a few 
days, and then the invalid sets himself to calculat- 
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ing about when he will get well enough to go 
home, and I know homesickness often defeats all 
the purposes the change might accomplish for the 
better. We have good hunting and fishing, and 
those who are able to indulge find a balm for many 
a malady, and forget all their infirmities. 

The journey there can be made by easy stages, 
if so desired. If the intention is to go by land, 
from Detroit, the first day’s ride would be to Cin- 
cinnati, stopping over night at each place, second 
night stop in Nashville, third night in Atlanta, 
fourth night in Augusta, fifth night in Savannah, 
and the sixth night you are in Jacksonville, and 
from there by boat, rail and stage to any point. If 
you desire to go by. water---as you all know you 
would—leave New York direct to Savannah or 
Fernandina. Most people are very sea-sick as the 
coast is a very rough one. Jacksonville, Magnolia, 
Green Cove and Pilatka, with fifty smaller towns, 
are on the St. Johns river, and the climate is about 
the same at all these places, being a little milder 
than at St. Augustine, which is upon the coast. 
Jacksonville is perhaps the most comfortable place 
as regards hotel accommodations. Green Cove 
and Magnolia are very beautifully situated, the first 
a very romantic place and always “ full.’"” Magno- 
lia is built in a forest of magnolia trees, so tall 
that the enormous blossoms are almost as nothing 
at the distance of only half the height of the trees. 
Pilatka is next to Jacksonville in size, upon the 
river, being about 75 miles above. It is beautifully 
situated, and here I found the most lovely place on 
the whole river, beautiful garden and grove front- 
ing on the river, all kinds of beautiful trees for 
shade and use. (The proprietor of the principal 
hotel of Jacksonville told me that it was without 
any doubt the finest grounds on the river.) On 
looking over this beautiful garden I was met by 
the owner and at once recognized P. White, Esgq., 
an old acquaintance, late of Port Huron, brother 
of the Hons. James and Ed. White, of St. Clair 
county. Above Pilatka the river widens into a 
lake, then gets narrow and very crooked up as far 
as “Enterprise,” and then it widens into what is 
called Lake George, one of the handsomest little 
bodies of water on the continent. This is some 
200 miles up the river from Jacksonville. After 
crossing the lake above Pilatka, we amused our- 
selves shooting alligators, monster turtles, and 
there is where you see all kinds of birds with 
beautiful bright plumage. Along up the river we 
saw an occasional forest of wild oranges; the 
sight was beautiful. A celebrated land agent in- 
formed me that most people who desire to buy 
land and settle there, want about one-half with 
wild oranges and the other half covered with 
lemons, which, of course, would almost be an im- 
possibility, even in Florida. 

Now for St. Augustine, it is situated as you are 
all aware on the bay, and is the oldest town by 
forty or fifty years on the continent, and for this 
side of the water has arrived to quite an age. You 
get there from Jacksonville by boat to Tocoi, from 
Tocoi to St. Augustine twelve miles by rail. This 
road they have one engine, one engineer, who acts as 
fireman, one conductor, who is general freight and 
ticket agent of the road, also acts as local freight 
and ticket agent and switchman and general run- 
ner for the principal hotels, and in a very formal 
manner. He is a very pleasant man having such 
varied work. 

The houses, especially the older ones are mostly 
built of coguzna, a marine substance composed of 
small shells and lime. There is an island oppo- 
site the town which is entirely coguéna ; it is cut 
out in blocks in a soft state and left to harden, and 
m time becomes like adamant. The old Fort 





Marion is made of it, also the walls around the city, 
built by the Spanish. There is a sea wall about 
four feet wide which extends from the fort the en- 
tire length of the city, which is a very nice prom- 
enade in all weathers. All along this wall the gov- 
ernment placed a limestone walk the same width 
of the original wall. St. Augustine is flat, its high- 
est elevation being only about twenty feet above 
the sea. Water is obtained at six feet below the 
surface. Some wells are from twelve to fifteen feet 
in depth, but rarely, the majority being about one- 
half that; the water is hard, being highly impreg- 
nated with lime. The soil is very sandy, one can 
walk with comfort half an hour after a three days’ 
rain. There is no grass growing there or anywhere 
in the vicinity, beyond the town there was some- 
thing green upon the earth like weeds, but no grass 
like the grass we have north. Hay is brought 
from the north in bales. Sweet potatoes grow 
there without any bounds, corn about ten bushels 
to the acre. But there are palm trees, evergreens 
of every kind, pomegranates, lemon and orange 
trees, and if there is no grass, everywhere the eye 
rests upon flowers. It is the birthplace and home 
of flowers, and from this fact, as you are all aware, 
takes its name. Its discoverers after living there 
for one year supposed it to be an enchanted land, 
an eternal spring time. One can pick roses every 
day in every month of the year, although February 
is the month of roses. I saw a rose tree growing 
there fourteen inches in circumference. The most 
beautiful cacti grow wild. Every kind of flower 
seems more gorgeous and brilliant in color than at 
the north, but none as fragrant. One wonders that 
in a country where it would be thought every thing 
would grow why so few fruits are raised, but the 
secret is that the natives are born with scarcely 
energy enough to breathe. I asked one of these 
people how they managed to live, his answer: 
“On litio and fish in summer, and on the Yankees 
in winter.” 

The most beautiful orange groves are at St. Au- 
gustine and at Pilatka on the St. Johns. I had 
never before visited a warm climate, and I shall 
never forget and can never describe my feelings 
when in a beautiful winter month I was able to 
walk in an orange grove with all kinds of beautiful 
flowers in bloom. I left here with snow on the 
ground, dark skies and bleak winds to the country 
of sunshine, roses and oranges. It was not at all 
difficult to believe that the golden stories of the 
“ Arabian Nights’”’ were no longer myths but real 
and tangible. Oranges commence to ripen in De- 
cember and continue until February, then about 
the first of March comes the blossoms, and in every 
turn in walking or sitting by one’s window comes 
the perfume of the orange groves. 

The natives of the town are mostly Minorcans, 
brought over years ago by a Spaniard of some note 
from the island of Minorca to work on plantations. 
Originally one thousand people were brought, and 
the descendants of these form the greater part of 
the inhabitants. St. Augustine is perhaps more 
subject to sudden changes, but the air has not that 
enervating effect which one quickly feels in the river 
and inland towns, It is on the bay, and although it 
has a constant breeze from the water, it is so soft- 
ened and tempered by the gulf stream that it is 
bracing, invigorating, warm and healing. A 
blanket to sleep under every night is comfortable. 
The temperature in December, January and Feb- 
ruary ranges from 60° to 70° Farenheit. 

With gentlemen who are able to walk easily | 
think one of the best portions of the State is far 
south, where they can camp with safety, and fish 
and hunt and nearly live on their labor, which is 
pleasant, exciting and occupies their minds. The 
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exact condition of weakened or diseased lungs or 
other portions of the body I will talk about at some 
future meeting of this body; I may say that it re- 
quires judgment and thought. As far as recom- 
mending patients to leave a place of comfort for an 
uncertainty in the form of living, and at a time 
when disease has extended beyond repair, and 
death is nearly sure, it certainly is very cruel ; but if 
there is a time to get the benefit from a change it is 
in the early stage of the disease. 

With these imperfect remarks I leave a subject 
of great interest to usall, and thank you for your 
attention, and hope at some future time to speak 
of the assistance that is to be derived from the 
climate of Florida in restoring diseased lungs to a 
normal or improved condition. 

Many questions in regard to hotel and other 
accommodations were asked and answered. 

Dr. Brodie. It will be a long time before Flor- 
ida is worked up as a resort for invalids from the 
North. W. H. ROusgE, M. D., 

Secretary. 


STATED MEETING. 


DETROIT, February 6th, 1879. 


Dr. Leonard exhibited a new uterine sound which 
he had recently devised, and for which he claims 
several important features. This sound is made 
of flexible steel, and is provided with removable 
ovoid points of various sizes, and a slide or sheath 
by means of which the distance the instrument en- 
ters the womb is plainly indicated. This instru- 
ment, being supplied with a number of bulbous 
points of various sizes, avoids the necessity of 
always having on hand a number of sounds. By 
means of these bulbs and the slide, the operator 
with this instrument can easily ascertain the size 
and location of strictures in the cervix uteri. 

With this instrument the doctor presented sev- 
eral diagrams illustrating abnormal conditions of 
the womb, and the uses of his new instrument. 

Prof. Dunster, of Ann Arbor, exhibited a num- 
ber of gynecological instruments, among which 
was a Jennison sound which is so constructed 
that whatever curve there may be at one end, the 
other end will have a simliar curve, but in the op- 
posite direction. It thus admirably indicates flex- 
ion of the womb, and could a similar instrument be 
constructed of sufficient strength and stiffness it 
would constitute an excellent uterine repositor. 

Dr. Mulheron reported a complete case of occlu- 
sion of the os uteri, which bursted open spontane- 
ously at each menstrual period with great pain, the 
raw surfaces healing during the intervals of men- 
struation, and forming a tough cicatrix. There is 
now a small permanent opening as the result of an 
operation which he performed. 

Dr. Brodie suggested the propriety of members 
presenting written notes of their interesting cases, 
that a more complete record might be preserved. 
He then read the following on, “‘ Have we diphtheria 
as a prevailing disease :” 

“Gentlemen, as you are well aware, we have had 
for the last six weeks an unusual fall of snow, and 
with it an unusual extreme of cold. For three to 
four weeks the cold weather acted as a stimulant 
to the physical system, and our citizens felt invig- 
orated, and an unusual degree of health prevailed 
in our city. However, about the first of the new 
year colds and sore throats began to manifest 
themselves, and from that time to the present have 
furnished the principal disease for medical advice 
and treatment. In examination of the earlier cases 


that came under my observation, I became satis- 
fied that the elements necessary for the production 
of diphtheria did not exist, and that the tendency 








was to pure inflammation of the tonsils and 
fauces, extending downwards and _penetratin 
even the larynx. In fact, the primary condition 
was congestion, the second, inflammation. I was 
satisfied that the cause was the effect of the ex. 
treme cold air acting locally on the parts, first 
chilling them, and, secondly, congesting. Now, as 
congestion consists primarily of too much blood in 
the parts, this treatment suggested itself, viz., to re- 
move said congestion, and this was accomplished 
by one of two means, according as the condition 
was presented to me, early or more advanced. 

‘“‘ Now, we have two ways of removing an excess 
of blood in a part, first, by the removal of the 
blood itself, and second, by astringents of a stim- 
ulating character. In the early cases I have found 
the mur. tinct. of iron with chlorate of potass. 
almost a specific, more especially when preceded 
by a thorough evacuation of the bowels, and for 
this castor oil for children and the pill cathartica 
comp. for the adult. But when the disease had 
passed its first stage the old method of relieving 
congestion and inflammation by blood letting 
proved to be “Ae remedy. With a sharp pointed 
bistoury, the cutting edge looking towards the cen- 
ter of the mouth, I transfix the tonsils, cutting 
the way out, and causing the blood to flow 
freely. The pain is at once relieved. The throat 
should be gargled with hot water and a free ca- 
thartic given. The second day sometimes required 
a repetition of the scarification, and then followed 
by a dose of morphia (4% gr.), or Dover’s powder 
with. quinine. The patient is generally speedily 
cured. Now on several cases was to be seen a 
brown-looking patch; this in my opinion, being 
nothing more than the death of the external mucous 
lining of the tonsil, and produced by the severity of 
the cold on the parts, in fact, chilling them, and 
the reaction following acted as hot water on the 
skin, not enough to scald, but enough to destroy 
the circulation between the cuticle and the skin. 

“The pathological condition has, I think, been 
confounded with that known as diphtheria, and in 
proof of this patients with this latter disease rarely 
recover, while of the former, I have not met with 
one death or a tardy recovery.” 

Dr. Mulheron was forced to take exceptions to 
the main point referred to in Dr. Brodie’s remarks. 
Undoubtedly, many of the cases of tonsilitis no- 
ticed at the present time are simple inflamma- 
tions, but those cases are not attended by the 
membrane or pseudo-membrane referred to. He 
did not consider Dr. Brodie’s views as to the 
causation of this membrane satisfactory. He re- 
garded the cause as diphtheritic. The difference 
between these cases of sore throat and unmis- 
takable cases of diphtheria is one of degree rather 
than kind. There have been a number of cases 
ofsundoubted diphtheria this winter, and he be- 
lieved the cases of supposed simple aphthous exu- 
dation to be modified cases of the graver disease. 
The constitutional symptoms in these cases are 
different from those of simple tonsilitis. In the 
latter there is usually active disturbance requiring 
sedatives, whereas in the former stimulants and 
supporting measures are demanded. In the cases 
of tonsilitis he had met this winter, drop doses of 
tincture of aconite and fluid eatract of belladonna 
every hour acted almost as a specific, but when the 
so-called aphthous membrane was present, quinine 
and muriate tincture of iron, with beef tea, were 
necessary. He believed that as when scarlatina 
prevails many cases occur without the eruption, 
so when diphtheria occurs there are many cases In 
which the characteristic membrane either does not 
form atall, or forms very imperfectly. ; 

Dr. Brodie. If diphtheria be caused by bacteria, 
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— | 
the very cold weather should have been rather un- | Salt and vinegar on napkins applied about the neck 
favorable to their development. Diphtheriais con-| as long as they can be borne act favorably as a 
tagious, but this prevailing disease is not. local application. : 
Dr. Gustin has seen many cases of sore throat,; Dr. Lauderdale has obtained good results from 
but nothing suggesting diphtheria. The exudate) Dr. Brodie’s method of treatment. 
Jooks like aphthze, and can in many cases be relieved Dr. Leonard. About two-thirds of the cases of 
by washing in warm water. sore throat this winter are followed by a bilious 
Dr. Klein has seen no diphtheria this winter, but | attack—vomiting or purging, or both. 
anumber of cases of tonsilitis with an exudate - ‘ 
having an aphthous appearance. A wash of sol. of W. H. Rouse, M. D., 
chlorate of potash in water gives good results. Secretary. 








Clippings. > 
as —- ie 
ALSTONIA CONSTRICTA: ITS COMMERCIAL | more about the cost of the drug and the difficulties 
VALUE.—Manufacturers of medicines have of late | to be encountered in providing a full supply, we 
years displayed commendable business enterprise, | addressed notes to some importers in New York, 
and have at the same time conferred no little} from two of whom we have received replies, 
1 | t th time conferred little | f t f wh h received ] 
benefit on the medical profession, by the attention | which we append : 
they have given to the matter of the new remedies | 160 WILLIAM STREET, =| 
which they have placed on the market. We be- ae: _ New York, August 16, 1879. 
lieve that some of them have been encouraged in H. pe M. D., Wabash avenue and Jackson street, 
their efforts by the wongvad in which their novel- DEAR SIR—We have your favor of 14th inst. to hand, 
ties and specialties have been received, and by the concerning alstonia constricta bark, by which we presume 
consequent substantial pecuniary indorsement of | you mean dita bark (alstonia scholaris), as mentioned in the 
their enterprise. The success of those who first | National Dispensatory. , : ~— 
prominently identified themselves with the intro- Bi pt ogy scone = Ot Capa ae, 
duction of new remedies has stimulated others to Believe that it was first known to the medical world 
imitate their example, until now there is scarcely | through Mr. Gruppe, of Manilla. 
a manufacturing house that has not something We received, as far back as 1876, small shipments of 20 
“new” to offer. We have no fault to find with | °° 25 pounds from him, through the kindness of Mr. E, 
hi W : t of thos ho believe that th Merck, of Darmstadt, who also used this article in the 
this. € are not of those who believe that the} manufacture of the alkaloid ditaine. 
store-houses of nature have been placed under| Consider oufselves the first importers of same, and issued 
thorough tribute to man; but, on the contrary, we | acircular in first part of 1876 relating to same, which was 
believe that there yet remain, especially in the — —— — in this ges fn toe onl 
i wd sc H a ice ur smal importations were so in ten pounds (Or jess 
forests and fields of this continent, inany undis lots to manufacturers, merely as experiment. 
covered agents whose merits, when once known,| The price was $1 per pound. 
will give them high rank in the materia medica.| A small quantity was delivered orf account at 85 cents. 
We feel, therefore, like encouraging the enterprise Correspondence on the subject to London, Hamburg, 
of the manufacturer, even at the risk of his placing | Dresden, etc., resulted fruitlessly. Bila : 
Sele us occasionally. an article of little or no We would not be inclined to accept any bark, except upon 
perore US, OC y> : guarantee from a firm like E. Merck, or similar, as, being a 
merit. It is the duty of the profession to take | new article and rather high priced, it offers inducements to 
nothing for granted which may be averred of a| unprincipled parties to substitute another article. 


new drug, and even the reputation of the house in- Trusting the foregoing may be of value to you, we re- 
np ah gg : ° |main, Yours very respectfully, LEHN & FINK. 
troducing it should vouch for nothing more than N. B.—Our latest advices induce us to believe that a 


that the drug merits a trial. aes | larger lot will be shipped us in the course of two or three 
It is our purpose, however, at this time, to refer | weeks. 
rather to acommercial than to a therapeutic feature | 32 Liperty SrREET, =| 
of the new remedy enterprise. Joined with the | New York, Aug. 18, 1879. | 
enterprise.of the manufacturer, there may be| 7? 4. 2. Garrison, M. D., Chicago: 
methods of influencing both the trade and the pro- | oe SIR—In — ea of -_ ae one os 
: ? 2 7 " : , | the present price of alstonia bark Is 75 cents per Ib. he only 
fession hardly justifiable even by mercantile, to say | difficulty in _ seat toca present ane is, that this article has 
nothing ot moral, rules of action. To illustrate | been used to our knowledge by one European manufacturer 
our meaning we will give one case in point. A | only, and his stock was almost exhausted. As there is no 
Cincinnati firm (Merrell, Thorp & Lloyd), in adver- | steam communication between the Philippine Islands and 
tising the new remedy, alstonia constricta (scho- | ¢ither Europe or the United States, and as probably the bark 
leet 5 forth thi oe hl ly i : | has to be gathered to order, the filling of orders will con- 
S), put forth this matchilessly ingenious state-| cume considerable time. We will write to our Hamburg 


ment : | house to get further particulars about the bark from Manilla 
‘Some of our patrons order the powdered bark, and ask | direct, and will with pleasure submit them to you as soon as 


received. Yours truly, 


if the price will not increase, like cinchonidia and other ague ; , - 
BRUECKNER & KOENIGSHEIM. 


a, - soon as there is a large demand, and say perhaps 
it will be bes o lay in a consi Ss 5 : i 
reply we can only aay that we have but © limited stock, ob-|_, An advance from five cents to $1 per ounce— 
tained in an indirect way, and cannot say whether eventu- | @bout two thousand per cent—is a profit rather 
ally the cost of importation, duty, etc., will enable the drug | greater than druggists ought to pay in the present 
to be sold cheaper, or will compel an advance. We assure} state of trade. Of course we cannot state that 
areas Seeerer, Sat cynile the present. supply iasts | alstonia bark does not cost our Cincinnati friends 
however, when the supply we doe have may be catemnnell | ten or twelve dollars per pound ; if SO, they will, 
as the disease it is used in is one of the most common to our | of course, be very grateful for this information. 
country, and demands yearly an immense amount of medi-| Assuming this drug to possess but a tithe of the 
a. - ; - virtues ascribed to it, its claim to rank as a boon to 
The price of the dusted powder is $1 per ounce. the medical profession and to humanity must be 
Unwilling to believe that such a price would be | conceded, and therefore all obstacles to its general 
charged to the drug trade, we caused a friend in| use should be removed as speedily as possible. 
the trade to order an ounce, which, in due course | The matter as it now stands, however, faintly re- 
of time came to hand, billed_at $1. To ascertain minds us of cundurango, which started at $100 
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per pound and finally dropped to five cents per 
pound, and, further, after extensive trial, was prac- 
tically abandoned as worthless for every purpose. 
Let us hope that alstonia will command more en- 
during respect.— The Pharmacist and Chemist. 
CODEIA AS ASEDATIVE.—Dr. Saundby (Br2tzsh 
Medical Fournal) says that on account of the in- 
tolerance of opium and morphia by gouty subjects, 
he has been led to employ codeia in grain doses, 
dissolved in syrup of tolu, which has succeeded 
beyond his expectations.— The Practitioner. 
EUCALYPTUS IN NEPHRITIS.—Jn albuminuria 
and post-scarlatinal nephritis, Dr. Wm. Anderson, 
of Brooklyn, has used, with good results, the elixir 
and fluid extract of eucalyptus (Proceedings of 
King’s Co. Medical Society, Aug., 1879). He ex- 
resses himself very decidedly as to the benefit he 
as witnessed from it. He gives gtt. x of the fluid 
extract, in water, every four or six hours. 





BARIUM CHLORIDE IN ANEURISM.—This sub- 
stance, in doses of gr. 5-, three times a day, has 
been successfully tried in aneurism by Dr. F. Flint 
(Practitioner, July, 1879). He says of it: 

“In my opinion preference should be given to 
the chloride of barium in fusiform aneurisms, 
which have hitherto not been very amenable to 
treatment; also in the aneurism of advanced age; 
and it might also be tried in any case in which iodide 
of potassium is inadmissible, or does not promise 
to be useful.” 

INFUSION OF BUCKEYE AS A R&MEDY FOR 
CHRONIC RHEUMATISM.—Dr. W. S. Drake had 
an inveterate case of chronic rheumatism cured by 
the patient bathing in an infusion of buckeye (es- 
culus hippocastanum). The patient fad not 
walked for nearly two years, and had gone through 
the whole routine of rheumatic remedies. While 
treating a horse with infusion of buckeye, he found 
the swelling rapidly disappeared from his hands. 
He then applied it to other joints, and received the 
same benetit.—.S¢. Louzs Med. and Surg. Four. 

METHOD OF REMOVING HairRs.—A writer in 
the Michigan Medical News gives the following 
method of eradicating superfluous hairs, as prac- 
ticed by Dr. C. E. Mitchell, of St.Louis: The 
hair is seized and held with a pair of ordinary for- 
ceps, and a sharp needle fastened to a handle (a 
small, sharp pegging awl will do) is passed down 
parallel to the hair, within its sheath, until the bot- 
tom of the follicle is reached ; the point of a needle, 
also provided with a handle, is then dipped into 
some fused nitrate of silver, until a minute ball of 
crystals gathers around the point, and the hair 
follicle is thoroughly cauterized with this min- 
iature caustic point thrust through the puncture 
previously made. In a few hours the hair will ul- 
cerate out by the root, without pain; no visible 
lesion is left, and the hair does not grow again.— 
The Med. and Surg. Reporter. 





DIET FOR THE CORPULENT.—Foo0d to be avoided 
—Starches and sugars, common white flour in all 
and every form, viz.: bread, biscuit, cakes of all 
kinds, crackers, wafers, doughnuts, puddings, gru- 
els, pastries of all kinds, pies, rice, etc. Potatoes 
in any shape or variety, sweet potatoes, etc., su- 
gars in all shapes, corn starch, maize and arrow- 
root, sago, tapioca, candy and all kinds. of confec- 
tionery. j 

Diet allowable—Beefsteak : sirloin, porter house, 
corned beef, smoked and dried beef, beef's tongue, 
ox tail soup without potatoes, veal, calves’ feet and 


heads, pigs feet and heads, mutton, lambs’ tongue 
venison, turkey, game, chicken, pigeons and squabs, 

Vegetables without or with little starch, cabbage 
tomatoes, celery, onions, spinach, lettuce, dande- 
lion, parsley, cowslip, radish, horse radish, cran- 
berry, turnips, rhubarb, squash, carrots, pickles 
sour fruits, apples, pears, mellons, nuts, fish, salt 
and fresh, salmon, cod, haddocks, eels, scuts, perch 
etc., oysters, scallops, shrimps, etc., halibut, trout, 
clams, tongues and sounds. 

Drinks are food, and may be used according to 
judgment except in excess or with sugar.—//, M, 
Griffith, M. D., in Med. Brief. 





ON MELALEUCA PARAGUAYENSIS AND ITS 
THERAPEUTIC ACTION.—At a recent meeting of 
the Académie de Médicine, M. Planchon read the 
report of the commissioner appointed to consider a 
paper with the above title, which was presented 
by the children of Aimé Bonpland as a tribute to 
the memory of the companion of Humboldt. 
Bonpland discovered in Paraguay a plant analo- 
gous to the melaleuca of Molucca, and instituted 
a series of experiments with it to determine its 
therapeutic properties. He made a tincture from 
its flowers and leaves, and extracted from the 
plant an active principle in the form of a resin. 
He found that these preparations possessed a de- 
cided sudorific action. He employed them in the 
treatment of rheumatism, gout, syphilis, yellow 
fever, and cholera, and believed that his observa- 
tions were sufficiently conclusive to determine that 
the melaleucais a valuable therapeutic agent.—Le 
Courter Médical, April 19, 1879. 





SABAL SERRULATA.—SAW PALMETTO.—By 
request I write off, from my new medicines, a 
second excerpt, giving the medical properties of 
sabal serrulata. It was recently presented to the 
profession by Dr. Read, and grows on most of the 
Georgia and Florida coasts of the Atlantic, and on 
the banks of the streams in South Georgia. I am 
regularly receiving orders for it, but I do not manu- 
facture it, nor do I keep it only for my dispensary. 
Physicians are asking me for further information. 
In reply, I would state that I have only used it in 
omaha, hoarseness, etc. In chronic bronchitis it 
acts like a charm, relieving the cough readily, and 
I think will prove a good remedy for diseases of the 
entire respiratory mucous membranes. 

Dr. Stephen F. Dupon, an experienced physician, 
says: “Perhaps no remedy yet brought forward 
has met with more positive good results in diseases 
affecting the throat, bronchial tubes, and lungs. 
Whooping-cough in the first stage, has been cut 
short. In another case, that of hemorrhage of the 
lungs, it checked it at once. In aphonia this 
remedy restores the voice in a few hours.” It is 
also a capital remedy for asthma. I recommend a 
trial of this valuable article.—/. ¥. WZ. Goss, M. D., 
in Medical Brief. 

RESULTS OF THE GURJUN OIL TREATMENT. 
—There is given a valuable detailed account of 
thirty-two cases of leprosy in which the use of the 
gurjun oil treatment, as recommended by Dr. 
Dougall, was employed, and the description of the 
case is made the more attractive by the addition of 
excellent photographs of most of the patients. 
The concluding remarks by Mr. Hillis will be read 
with interest by the profession generally : ; 
“Gurjun oil is laxative, diuretic, and alterative, 
and it seems to exercise a specific action on the 
sweat glands, as evidenced by the perspiration pro- 
duced in anesthetic purts when the remedy is tak- 
ing effect. There is always returning sensation 








when this sweating occurs. This softening of the 
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tubercles I believe to be due to its alterative action. 
The oil, when taken internally, causes frequent 
purgings, and acts on the kidneys and urine in the 
same way as balsam copaiba. 

«Among the thirty-two patients submitted to 
this treatment during the last nine months, a very 
great improvement in all the symptoms occurred in 
sixteen of the cases. Eight have had their symp- 
toms ameliorated, and one case so far recovered 
that he was enabled to return to his family and 
friends. In one case the patient refused the med- 
icine; three cases had to go into hospital, one of 
whom died; one cz became insane; and there 
were only two cases in which the oil had no ap- 
preciable effect on the disease. We have therefore 
twenty-five cases out of a total of thirty-two greatly 
benefited by this treatment. 

“| will therefore, in conclusion, merely observe 
that in gurjun oil we appear to have a most valu- 
able medicine for the treatment of leprosy in all its 
forms—one capable of improving and retarding the 
ravages of the disease, in some cases appearing to 
cure it; but whether this benefit will be transitory, 
or whether the symptoms will return, can only be 
learned by further experience in its use, and by re- 
cording the clinical progress of these and other 
cases at this asylum and elsewhere.—L-x¢tract from 
a paper on the “ Report on the Leper Asylum 
of British Guiana, for 1877,” by Gavin Mitroy, 
M.D., in Med. Times and Gazette. 





NoTES ON LIBERIAN DRuGs.—(E. M. Holmes.) 
“Erysipelas Plant ;” Z¢arédium Indicum, Lehm. 
(Heliotropium Indicum, L.) The inflamed part is 
fomented with an infusion of the leaves, and 
some of the fresh leaves are steamed or bruised 
into a pulp, and are applied to the part or bound 
round ig@ This is repeated twice a day, and is 
said soon to reduce the inflammation and heat. It 
is also used in India as an application to gum boils 
and to repel pimples on the face. 

“Dysentery Plant ;” Oldenlandza globosa, Hiern.., 
also called ‘* Kackeis,’”” somewhat similar in prop- 
erties to ipecacuanha. 

“Abortive plant;” Stachytarpheta Famaicen- 
sis, Vahl. (Verbena Famatcensts, L.) Used as 
an emmenagogue, under the name of vervain, in 
Jamaica; in Brazil, under the name jarbao, ur- 
gevao of orgibdo, externally for healing ulcers, 
and internally for rheumatism; and in Liberia is 
said to be used as an abortive. 

“Male and Female Fern; the fronds with fruc- 
tification (male), or those without sori (female) of 
Polypodium phymatodes, L., are used in nephritis 
and other kidney complaints. ._The female fern 
also for leucorrhoea and prolapsus uteri. 

“Cream of Tartar Plant:”’ Osbeckia rotundt- 
folia, Sm. (Déssostzs plumosa, Benth.) Used by 
the natives as a diuretic and alterative, just like 
real cream of tartar (see Oliver, Fl. Trop. Afr., 
Il, 452). 





KAvA-KAVA AND ITS BLENNOSTATIC PROPER- 
TIES—In a recent thesis on this subject, Dr. Du- 
puy states that the kava plant contains a resin, 
which seems to constitute its essential therapeutic 
principle. The following are his conclusions con- 
cerning its medicinal properties : 

1. Kava-kava is a sialagogue. 

2. Its action on the stomach is that of a bitter 
tonic ; it improves the appetite without producing 
either diarrhoea or constipation, and perhaps acts 
as a prophylactic to catarrhal affections of the up- 
A part of the digestive canal. Its taste is agree- 
able. 

3. It exerts a special stimulating effect on the 
central nervous system; this stimulation differs 








essentially from alcoholic intoxication, and is 
called by Dr. Dupuy 4avazc stimulation. 

4. It is not a sudorific. 

5. It increases very markedly the excretion of 
water in the urine, and may be classed among the 
most efficacious of diuretics. 

6. It does not produce priapism, as has been 
stated, but, on the contrary, it prevents it. 

7. It is endowed with remarkable blennostatic 
properties, which manifest themselves very prompt- 
ly. A chronic urethral discharge is first rendered 
more profuse, and is then promptly cured. 

8. It is very efficacious in cases of acute urethri- 
tis or vaginitis, calming the inflammatory condi- 
tion, controlling the pain during micturition, and 
suppressing the muco-purulent discharge from the 
urethro-vesical mucous membrane. 

These results are probably due to the combined 
diuretic and blennostatic actions of the drug. 

The anti-catarrhal action seems to be due to 
the resin, and the diuretic effects to a neutral crys- 
tallizable principle called kavaine, and perhaps 
also to an alkaloid not yet discovered, whose pres- 
ence would explain more satisfactorily the phe- 
nomena excited in the central nervous system, as 
well as the alterations in the circulation and se- 
cretions’ of the uro-genital apparatus. It pos- 
sesses over other blennostatic agents, according to 
Dr, Dupuy, marked advantages, inasmuch as it 
produces neither diarrhoea nor constipation, is 
taken with pleasure, increases the appetite, relieves 
or controls entirely the pain during micturition, 
changes completely the nature of the discharge, 
and produces a cure in avery short space of time 
—ten days.—La Tribune Medicale, April 13th. 





ON HYDRANGEA AZISAI.—Hydrangea Azisat, 
Siebold and Zuccarini, is a beautiful bush, belong- 
ing to the natural family of saxifragacee. The 
large corymbs all come out into full bloom at the 
same time, covering, and in some cases completely 
hiding the whole bush. The petals are first of a 
reddish or pinkish blue, fading to a soft light-blue 
when fully blown, and finally pale to a soft white 
tinged with blue. I saw the bushes for the first 
time last summer, while on a medical tour to the 
north of Lake Bewa. None of the bushes I saw 
were over six feet in height, and yet I am told they 
sometimes attain a height of twelve to fifteen feet. 
Those which I saw were cultivated in gardens for 
the beauty of their flowers, the owners being ig- 
norant of their medical properties. 

The flowers of this species of hydrangea were 
formerly much used, and held in high esteem. 
But the Japanese physicians, with the exception of 
those who still adhere to the old Chinese school, 
use them now but seldom. They were valued as 
an antiperiodic in malarial fevers. The remedy 
was exhibited in form of infusion, made from three 
to five corymbs, according to the size, in some 
ten or twelve ounces of tepid water, the whole of 
which the patient had to drink in the course of 
the day in divided doses. This is said to have 
been equal to two or three grains of quinine taken 
twice a day. It occasionally arrested the malarial 
fever; but the alkaloids of Peruvian bark have 
now so superseded it, that it is scarcely ever used. 
It was also given as a tonic, where quinine or gen- 
tian would be employed now, and was besides ad- 
ministered in such complaints which were sup- 
posed to have a malarial character, in consequenee 
of symptoms of periodicity— Wallace Taylor, 
M. D., in New York New Remedies. 

A NEw DIGESTIVF.—In the British Medical 
Fournal, of the 19th of April last, under the head- 
ing of a “ New Digestive,’ some remarks are in- 
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serted regarding the value of papaya juice. In 
the Bengal Dispensatory, by W. B. O’Shaugh- 
nessy, M. D., published in 1843, some particulars 
of the natural order Pafayace@ are given. As 
the work may not be accessible in England, I ven- 
ture to send the following transcript : 

“A milky juice exudes on incision from the 
rind. It is deemed a powerful vermifuge in the 
Mauritius, and the powder of the seeds—which 
tastes like water-cress—is said to possess like vir- 
tue. The milky juice very closely resembles white 
of egg in its chemical composition. It is alkaline; 
contains albumen in such quantities that it coagu- 
lates when heated to 170°; and it putrefies readi- 
ly, evolving a very unpleasant odor. 

“JItis stated in several works of high authority 
that tough meat rubbed with this juice becomes 
very tender and fit for the table, without any in- 
jurious property being communicated to it. The 
flesh of animals fed on the leaves and seeds is said 
also to be remarkably tender. It is even asserted 
that dead animals hung from the branches of the 
tree undergo this alteration. These ideas prevail 
also in Bengal, where the Mahommedan table- 
servants frequently use the juice with the view of 
softening beefsteaks and old fowls. In numerous 
experiments which we instituted we could not 
trace any well-marked decisive effect of this kind. 
Putrefaction appeared to us to be accelerated by 
contact with this as well as other albuminous 
fluids. Just before putrefaction commences, mus- 
cular fibre is doubtless less rigid than at any pre- 
vious time. It is thus possible that we may best 
explain the effect, if any, produced by the practice 
in question. Asto the alleged efficacy of suspend- 
ing meat from the tree, we are disposed to regard 
it asa mere popular delusion. 

“ We cannot speak from our own experience of 
the anthelmintic virtue of the juice. We have 
givenit in doses of from twenty to sixty drops 
without observing any marked effects.”—C. F. H. 
Warden, Off. Civil Surgeon, Bhagalpore, in 
British Medical Fournal. 

THE USES OF CHRYSOPHANIC ACID* OR 
CHRYSAROBIN AND OF PYROGALLIC ACID IN 
SKIN DISEASES.—(Kafosz. Wiener Med. Wochen- 
schrift. Nr. 44, 1878; Farish. Wiener Med. 
Fahrbucher tv, Heft., 1878; Wiener Med. Blatte 
Nr. 15 tu. 16,1878.) It seems that the substance 
lately considered to be chrysophanic acid, and the 
active agent of goa powder, is really a chemical 
combination of this acid with different bodies, and 
which Liebermann has named chrysarobin. Ka- 
posi’s experience with it is similar to that of most 
of those who have written concerning it. In pso- 
riasis it is far more effective than any known agent, 
both in rapidity and certainty of cure. Its disad- 
vantages, as staining the skin, and liability to ex- 
cite inflammation necessitate caution in its use, 
especially in treating the face and genitals. Pyro- 
gallic acid does not exercise such immediate and 
rapid influence in most patients as chrysarobin. 
It, however, possesses the advantages of not ex- 
citing in the normal skin such severe irritation as 
the latter. It should be employed as a ten percent 
ointment. After continued use, the healthy skin 
becomes .colored brown. While, according to 
Jarish it is less effective than chrysarobin in the 
treatment of psoriasis, it is in every instance prefer- 
able to it in the treatment of lupus. For this pur- 
pose it should be employed as aten per cent oint- 
ment continuously for three days; the unvarying 
result being the pM ners of the lupus infiltra- 





* Goa powder is the most abundant source of this principle, and 
may be substituted for it.—Ep. 








tions, while leaving the intervening healthy skin 
almost unaffected, just as is the case with Cosme’s 
arsenical paste. During the third day of the ap. 
plication there is a pain which may become ye 
severe; and pressure upon the cauterized parts 
may occasion much distress for some time. Cica- 
trization occurs in from one to three weeks, It js 
| often necessary to repeat the procedure, on account 
|of the well-known persistency of lupus. The 
| scar resulting from pyrogallic acid cauterization is 
|smooth, white and pliable. The same treatment 
has proven effective against hypertrophic scars, 
such as follow the destruction of lupus by the 
usual cauterizing agents. During the months of 
July, August and September, 1878, pyrogallic acid 
was used at the clinic for skin diseases, in the 
treatment of lupus to the exclusion of all other 
remedies. During this time 19 cases of lupus out 
of 31 were entirely cured or markedly improved, 
Jarish used the acid in three cases of epithelial 
carcinoma, but is not prepared to pronounce upon 
its value in this relation. He thinks, however, that 
its influence upon this new formation is not equal 
to that exerted over the soft infiltrations of syphilis 
and lupus. Kaposi, on the other hand, considers 
it of great value against epithelial carcimona.— 
Maryland Medical ournal. 

DAMIANA.—We will next ask attention to the 
following cases which have been treated by elec- 
tricity, and also to the effect of other remedies, and 
more especially to damiana. Before any permanent 
effect can be derived from damiana, the system 
must be fully brought under its influence. There 
should. be a dessert spoonful of the extract given 
three or four times daily, and continued for one, 
two, or three weeks. I regard it as purely tonic in 
its effects upon the nervous centers whicg preside 
over the urino-genital apparatus. My attention 
was called to its use by a friend who obtained it 
from the western part of Mexico. I gave it to a 
young man (by way of experiment) who suffered 
from a passive hemorrhage from the lungs. The 
tincture increased his appetite and improved his 
digestion, but he was forced to discontinue its use 
on account of its exciting action upon the urino- 
genital organs, causing increase in the secretion of 
urine and excessive sexual desire. In the case of 
Mr. ,a large athletic man, a specific effect was 
produced after its use, for nearly three weeks. In 
the case of Mrs. K., sexual desire was increased, 
or rather restored by the use of a drachm of the 
fluid extract twice a day for three or four weeks. 

The following case exemplifies the power of 
electricity and damiana to restore sexual powers 
and invigorate the general health: It was the case 
of Mr. ——-, aged 55, who was the subject of alco- 
holism, from which resulted impotence, with par- 
tial paralysis and atrophy of the lower extremities. 
Tincture of damiana was given in half-ounce doses 
three times a day, and electricity was applied ex- 
ternally. There was much irritation of the spinal 
cord throughout. Different parts of the spinal 
cord were subjected to the galvanic current—the 
coccygeal spine, the nape of the neck, back of the 
ear, and through the brain at the lambdoidal sut- 
ures; the current was passed also over the tem- 
poral process, through the pneumo-gastric and 
sympathetic, etc. This treatment (continued a 
year) resulted in the restoration of health and sex- 
ual power; good diet aided the cure, whilst alco- 
holic drinks were forbidden. : 

We have used damiana in combination with 
electricity in many cases of partial loss of virility 
with marked success. I have satisfied myself of 
the power of damiana alone in relieving persons in 











whom there was reduced sexual power, when 
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could find no organic lesion of the sexual organs. 
Thus, | was consulted by Mr. F. W., who com- 
plained of failure in his effort at copulation, because 
of partial loss of power of erection. The history 
of the case showed the cause to be excessive ven- 
ery. He was relieved by use of damiana (fluid ex- 
tract) in teaspoonful doses. 

| was consulted by a gentleman who complained 
of loss of power and desire for sexual congress; 
he had pain in the head—an indescribable sensa- 
tion about the head. He had much business 
trouble. A free use of damiana was followed by 
marked improvement. 

Mr. ’s case presents some interesting points. 
When in bed alone, his erections were sufficient, but 
in company with a woman, he utterly failed to per- 
form the act. There was no lesion of the organs. 
| reported this case as a failure. Electricity, rest, 
cold-bath, and the free use of damiana utterly failed. 

In cases of impotence from masturbation, ac- 
companied with spermatorrhoea, we find morbid 
changes of the vesicule seminalis, jaculatory ducts, 
bulbous portion of urethra and prostate gland. 
Such cases require surgical and special. treatment, 
but I have found much advantage to result from the 
use of electricity and the free use of damiana. These 
agents possess a tonic power over the nervous 
apparatus generally, and act most favorably upon 
the nerve centers presiding over the functions of 
the urino-genital organs. I do not hesitate, from my 
experience in the use of damiana, to continue my 
recommendation of it to the consideration of the pro- 
fession, asking, for the genuine article, a fair trial. 

I will conclude this article by asking attention to 
the application of electricity in diagnosticating the 
condition of the urethral canal, and long, dark pass- 
ages which have undergone organic changes from 
the effects of disease. A silver or silver-plated 
sound must be used, lubricated with a saturated 
solution of fresh iodized oil. This sound is to be 
passed into the urethra and then connected with 
the positive pole of the galvanic battery; the neg- 
ative pole is attached to a large, fine sponge, satu- 
rated with a solution of chloride of sodium. The 
sponge is to be applied to the sacral spine, or pe- 
rineum. After the lapse of three to five minutes, 
the sound is withdrawn, when the shape and size of 
the ulcers will be found to have been shadowed 
upon the sound by a deposit of iodide of silver.— 
Extract from paper read before the Baltimore 
Medical and Surgical Society, September, 1879, 
by Fohn F. Caldwell, M. D. 





RHUS AROMATICA.—The above, though new to 
the medical world, so far as I am able to learn, has 
been thoroughly tested and its therapeutical pow- 
ers proven, by our family for more than a quarter 
of a century, and it may seem strange that a rem- 
edy solong in use, and one that has been used suc- 
cessfully and extensively, by at least a half dozen 
physicians in our family, should be left for the 
writer to introduce to the profession at this late day. 

If those interested will turn to page 203 of 
“Wood's Class-Book of Botany,” they will find a 
short description of rhus aromatica ; suffice to say 
itis of the family of sumach, and the third species 
ofrhus. As I have already stated, it has been 
known to our family as a valuable medicine for 
many years. For several years after its discovery 
it was used exclusively in the treatment of all ex- 
cessive discharges from the kidneys and bladder, 
especially diabetes. As regards the forms in which 
the remedy has been used, until within the past ten 
years it was used in the form of a decoction and 
powder, but latterly it has been used in the form 
of a saturated tincture; the dose of the latter has 
Varied from one drop to a half teaspoonful, and for 





the last two years I have rarely used a larger dose 
than ten drops. And now, to illustrate the action 
of the rhus aromatica on the economy, I will select 
a few cases that have come under my personal ob- 
servation, saying nothing of the many brilliant 
cures that have been effected with this remedy, by 
those more competent than myself. 

Diabetes——Some months ago I was called sev- 
eral miles from my office to see a lady who was 
said to be in a critical condition by her physician 
and friends ; mother of four children, aged 34, tall, 
spare made, dark hair, skin and eyes. I found her 
confined to her bed, though she was able to go 
about the house at times. The following was her 
condition : skin sallow, eyes sunken, pulse feeble 
and quick, temperature 100%°, loss of flesh, slight 
cough, and sometimes night sweats, appetite vari- 
able, sometimes ravenous and sometimes not so 
good; thirst, more or less, all the time; bowels 
sometimes constipated and sometimes the con- 
trary condition was present ; there was also a gen- 
eral sense of lassitude and languor. The history 
of the case revealed the fact that several months 
previously her attention was first attracted by fre- 
quent calls to urinate, and that she was compelled 
to get up at night to void large quantities of urine ; 
this condition of things had been steadily increas- 
ing, until she was compelled to abandon her ordin- 
ary household duties. Under the usual tests the 
urine revealed a large saccharine deposit, specific 
gravity 1031. I left an ounce vial of a saturated 
tincture of rhus aromatica, and ordered her to take 
ten drops every four hours, and report in a week. 
At the expiration of that time, her husband re- 
ported that the amount of urine voided was greatly 
diminished, and that she appeared greatly improved 
in every respect, except she was troubled with con- 
siderable pain and soreness over region of kidneys ; 
in addition I gaye him a box of irritating plaster, 
which I ordered prepared, and to be worn over 
| kidneys until the desired result was obtained; no 
| other medicine was necessary, the dose of rhus ar- 
| omatica being varied from time to time as necessity 
| required ; this, together with proper bathing, cloth- 
ing, exercise, and above all, proper diet, carefully 
avoiding anything that favored the sugar-forming 
processes in the body, completed treatment. At the 
expiration of four months my patient was enjoying 
| reasonable health and has remained so to the pres- 
ent. 

Enuresis, arising either from atony of the mus- 
cular, or irritation of nervous fibers, will be promptly 
met by the rhus aromatica. I have relieved many 
cases in which the patient was unable to restrain 
the urine to normal distention of the bladder, and 
others who were unable to prevent constant drib- 
bling of the urine which rendered them filthy and 
disagreeable, not only to themselves but to those 
around them, virtually debarring them from society. 
And if there is a specific for that troublesome con- 
dition which we so often meet in children, that of 
“ bed-weiting,” we certainly have it in the rhus ar- 
omatica. Let one or two illustrations suffice. The 
mother of John D., aged five years, called January 
3d, stating that two years previous her little boy 
suffered from a severe attack of scarlet fever, and 
ever since he had been more or less unable to con- 
trol his urine, and for the past few months he had 
little or no control over it at all, further, that he 
would wet the bed two or three times during the 
night, and himself during the day. She further 
stated that she had tried several doctors, and al- 
most every remedy that had been suggested to her, 
for the disagreeable malady, and all without per- 
manent benefit. The case had now become almost 
alarming and she’ wanted “something done.” I 








accordingly gave an ounce vial of the first dilution 
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of rhus aromatica and ordered ten drops given 
three times a day, and to have him empty his blad- 
der before retiring, and to get up immediately on 
feeling an inclination to urinate. Improvement 
was rapid; at the expiration of six weeks the morn- 
ing and noon doses were discontinued, dose at 
night continued, at the end: of three months I pro- 
nounced my patient cured. 

Was called to see Mr. T., aged 51, Nov. 13, 
1878, for more than a year he had been unable to 
prevent an almost constant dribbling of urine, 
which rendered his existence miserable, rendering 
him unfit to associate with those around him be- 
cause of the disagreeable and offensive odor pro- 
duced by constant urination. There was also a 
general debilitated condition of his whole system ; 
appetite and bowels irregular, palpitation, skin sal- 


low, pain in back and loins, pulse soft and feeble, | 


tongue purple, or bluish red.— }. Tinct. mur. iron, 
3ii, Tinct. nux vom., gtt. xv, simple syrup, 3 vi. 
M. Sig., ten drops after each meal. For the urinary 
trouble, rhus aromatica % i, ten drops at 8, 11, 3, 
and 7 o'clock each day. Improvement was marked 
from the beginning, and after eight weeks he was 
able to hold his urine to normal distention of the 
bladder, and ultimately a cure was accomplished. | 

The great superiority of this remedy in the treat- 
ment of diabetes and enuresis led to its use in other | 
abnormal conditions of the urinary and genital or- 
gans, viz., hematuria, uterine hemorrhage, menor- 
rhagia, leucorrhea and other excessive discharges 
accompanied by a relaxed condition of the uterus. 
I have found the remedy to act well in hematuria 
arising from.various causes ; it will be found a fine 
remedy in hemorrhage of the kidneys arising from 
a general diseased condition of the blood, accom- 
panied by general debility, that form which some- 
times precedes Bright’s disease, and it will, many 
times, relieve the same arising from falls, blows, 
calculus, etc. A friend of mine, Dr. Gray, has re- 
lieved two cases of chronic hematuria with the 
rhus arom., which he could not manage with any 
other remedy. I wasalso highly delighted with its 
action in uterine hemorrhage, indeed I have given 
ita place in my obstetric case. I regard it inferior 
to no remedy, I use it in the same capacity as cin- 
namon, erigeron, ergot, etc., the dose varying from 
five to twenty drops of the tincture, poi-ten. So to 
the urgency of the case. I have many times relied 





upon this remedy alone in urgent cases, hence | do 
not hesitate to pronounce the rhus aromatica a 
remedy among the first in obstetric practice. My 
father, Dr. F. McClanahan, uses this remedy largely 
in all active and passive hemorrhages, whethe 
from lungs, kidneys, bowels, or uterus, and his ex. 
perience is that there is no remedy of greater 
efficacy in the treatment of hemorrhage of the kid. 
neys and uterus, especially fost-partum hemor- 
rhage. Furthermore, after twenty-five years’ ex. 
perience with the rhus aromatica he is very em- 
phatic in saying that the curative powers of the 
remedy for each of the above described conditions 
cannot be too highly estimated. For the last three 
years J have used this remedy largely in minor dis- 
eases of children; time and’space will not admit 
of further examples, hence I will only describe the 
conditions to which it is applicable : stools profuse, 
skin cool and sallow, pulse small and feeble, loss 
of flesh, abdomen flabby, tongue pale, trembling 
and moist, trembling in lower limbs, general sense 
of lassitude and languor; dose for infants, ten to 
twenty drops in a half glass of water, teaspoonful 
as often as necessary; dose for children, perhaps 
five drops of the first dilution. 

The above, I believe, completes the range of 
action of the rhus aromatica on the economy, so far 
far as I know it. In offering this remedy to the 
profession, I do so from a firm conviction that it 
has great power over certain processes of disease, 
which will render it a valuable addition to our ma- 
teria medica. I am positive, that so far as my ex- 
perience with the remedy has gone, its effects have 
been uniform and certain, and where I have made 
failures, it was not the fault of the remedy, but be- 
cause my case was not well chosen. 

I neglected to state in the proper place that my 
grandfather, Dr. John Gray (now dead), who was 
celebrated in these parts, years ago, for the treat- 
ment of chronic diseases of the urinary organs, 
used this remedy alike in diabetes and albuminuria 
and with equal success; my father’s experience has 
been about the same. My experience in this re- 
gard has been limited because of a lack of oppor- 
tunity; however, I have tested the remedy in one 
case of incipient albuminuria with success. I see no 
reason why it should not be applicable to albumi- 
nuria— F. 7. McClanahan, M. D., in Eclectic 
Medical Fournal. eos 








Editor’s Notes. 





: | 
APPLICATIONS for the Chicago Medical Gazette | Asylum in Pontiac, a division of labor is made. 


should be made directly to the publisher of that | 


journal, Dr. E. C. Dudley, and zo¢ to us, as some | 
of our subscribers understood from our reference 
last month. Dr. Dudley's present address is 70 
Monroe street, Chicago, Ill. Especial attention is 
solicited to the prospectus of the Gazette, as 
printed in the advertising department of the pres- 
ent number of NEW PREPARATIONS. 


BROTHER CONNOR, of the Detrozt Lancet, in- 
forms his editorial brethren in his September issue, 
that “he represents neither Church, State, College, 
Medical societies, or the American College Asso- 
ciation.” He simply “represents himself, speaks 
for himself, and is personally responsible for all 
his statements.”” We would not allude to this, but 


for the fact that in a preceding editorial in the 





same number, he states that in the State Lunatic 


The medical superintendent to take charge of the 
lunatics medically, and the other matters pertaining 
to the kitchen, laundry, farm, etc., to be seen to by 
a non-medical, or business man. The facts are, 
that the Trustees have made no such division. The 
hospital steward essayed unsuccessfully to make it, 
and the Trustees at the late meeting accepted his 
resignation, and the medical superintendent has 
full authority over all the departments. 

Our editorial brother has evidently made a mis- 
take in going into the “ close corporation business,” 
and we opine the readers of the Detroit Lancet 
would be more interested in a wee dt broader 
“ representation.” 


PROF. GRAINGER STEWART, delivering an ad- 
dress to the graduates in medicine at the University 
of Edinburgh the other day, told of a practitioner 
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who, when asked forty years ago whether he be- | young men about to enter upon the study of 
lieved in phrenology, replied, “I never keep it—(he | medicine. The medical diploma is the physician's 
had a shop)—and I never use it, but I think it] capital, and, like a woman’ virtue, it must be 





highly probable that if given frequently, and in| 
liberal doses, it may be useful in irregular gout.” 


AN UNWORTHY MEDICAL: COLLEGE. — At a 
recent meeting of the Illinois State Board of 
Health, it was resolved to reject the diplomas of 
the Eclectic Medical Institute of Cincinnati, of | 
which “ Prof.” J. M. Scudder, M. D., is Dean, this | 
college being regarded by the authorities as an_| 
unfit body to hold the important trust of certifying 
to the qualifications of medical practitioners. That 
the Board is animated by no antipathy to eclecti- 
cism as a system of practice, is manifest from the 
fact that it receives and recognizes the diplomas of 
reputable eclectic colleges. This action of the 
Board is important, and will be borne in mind by 


above suspicion. 


NEw DruGs.—Any inquiries you may wish to 
make concerning the action of any new drug, please 
to send tous; if we cannot readily answer it our- 
selves, we will give it publication. Some one out 
of our many thousand readers will undoubtedly be 
able to give you the information you wish. 

CORRESPONDENCE.—If you have an unusually 
interesting case to offer, write its history in detail 
for the Original Department, to the extent of, say, 
two pages of foolscap. 

If you wish merely to express your opinion gen- 
erally on the merits of a new remedy, write for 
Correspondence Department, to the extent of a 





page of note paper or finely written postal card. 








Publisher’s Notes. 





Subscriptions. | 


The subscription price for NEW PREPARATIONS 
for 1880 will be one dollar. Subscribers for 1880, 
who remit before January Ist, will receive all num- 
bers for 1879 issued subsequent to their remittance, 
free of charge. 

Back numbers (1877-78), each 10 cents. Back 
numbers, bound—Vols. I and II—paper cover, 40| 
cents; board covers, 75 cents per volume. The} 
January, 1878, number is now out of print. 

For one dollar and fifty cents inclosed to Geo. S. 
Davis, Publisher, we will send NEw PREPARATIONS 
(monthly) and MICHIGAN MEDICAL NEws (semi- 
monthly) for one year to any address. For three 
dollars and fifty cents, the NEW PREPARATIONS | 
and DETROIT LANCET, and for four dollars, the 
three journals for one year to one address. The 
MEDICAL NEWS alone is one dollar per year, and | 
the DETROIT LANCET, three dollars. | 

About November 15th, send for our prospectus, | 
giving reduced prices for nearly every medical | 
journal published in this country and Europe, and | 
for the leading scientific and popular literary mag- 
azines, 


Correspondence. 


Address all correspondence and printed matter | 
pertaining to the journal to Geo. S. Davis, Box 641, 
Detroit. 

In corresponding, don’t blame us for an appar- 
ent inattention to your wants, until you know we 
are at fault. We have a large file of letters which 
ought to be answered; some have no signature, 
others no address, and many we cannot read either 
signature or place. Your letter of complaznt will | 
enable us to answer you. | 
_ We shall continue next year the reports of prac- | 
titioners upon the remedies introduced to your no- | 
tice, and shall also continue our reports upon such 
other new-comers as may be of interest to the pro- 
fession; hence we cordially invite physicians to | 
send us, for publication, their written experience 
with any of the mew remedzes alluded to in our 
columns, or upon kindred subjects. 

We shall be pleased to have all who receive a | 
sample copy of this number of NEW PREPARATIONS | 
become subscribers, and hope they will send in their | 
remittances as speedily as possible, so that we may | 
have our mail list in readiness for the next issue. 
By subscribing now for 1880, you obtain all the| 
remaining numbers for 1879 free, and secure that | 
prompt attention which it is impossible to grant at | 
the close of the year. | 

Write your name and address p/aznly. When 


possible inclose your printed address (card, bill or 
note head). 

If you feel unable to pay the retail prices of 
medical publications, notice that you can obtain 
NEW PREPARATIONS with many of them for a 
year, without extra charge, if both publications 
are ordered through us. Many have availed them- 
selves of our clubbing rates the past few weeks. 

For publications of Messrs. Wm. Wood & Co., 
Henry C. Lea, and ‘D. G. Brinton, we must here- 
after charge their list prices, with $1.00 additional 
for NEW PREPARATIONS, as they no longer make 
the usual trade discounts to any publishers. To 
save you the annoyance of making two remittances 
we will, however, be responsible for your payment 
reaching them if sent to us with your remittance 
for NEW PREPARATIONS. 

Our prospectus, issued November 15, will con- 
tain a list of premiums and other matters of interest. 
A new premium for one subscriber is a Self- 
lighting Pocket Match Safe, in which a slight 
movement of the hand opens the case, throws out 
a match, and lights zt at the same moment. 


| Like all our premiums, this is only offered to 


actual subscribers who send the names of Vew 
Subscribers. Thus, a physician who is not a paid 
subscriber, cannot remit $1.00 for his own subscrip- 


|tion, and claim a premium. But if he is already 
on our books as a paid subscriber for 1879, or if he 


pays for himself at the same time, he can send $1.00 


| for another’s subscription, and claim the premium. 


Subscribers cannot claim both the premium and 
the advantages of our clubbing rates on the same 
subscriptions. 


Agents. 


We wish to employ agents in all parts of the 
country. Active men, possessing tact for such work, 
can make it pay. Traveling men and all whose 
business brings them in contact with physicians 
can do well in canvassing for us, and the work 
is easy, honorable, and requires no capital. Write 
to the publisher, stating your qualifications for can- 


| vassing and the territory you want, and we will be 


glad to correspond with you., Physicians and drug 
clerks, whose duties will permit them to give this 
matter a portion of their time, may add a pleasing 


|sum to their income under our liberal terms. - All 


are invited to communicate with us, and we will 
furnish sample copies, gratis, and full information 
as to terms. Now isa favorable time for beginning 
the canvass for next year, as we offer all such sub- 
scribers the forthcoming numbers for the present 
year free, 
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Professional and Business Chances. 


Business Coances.—Under this head we will be happy to insert, gratis, not more than four lines from any physicianor ~ 
druggist who wishes to dispose of his property. These brief notices should state where the property is located, its value, a 
reasons for selling, etc. This liberal offer enables physicians and druggists wishing to change their location to bring the 
matter free of expense to the notice of thousands who might wish to purchase. The circulation of New PrREeraratioys 3 


is already very large, and rapidly increasing. 
Canada and Great Britain. 


It goes to every State and Territory in the United States as well as to 


Please note our request that each advertiser will advise us as soon as the advertisement has achieved its purpose, 


On account of limited space, we will hereafter be compelled to decline advertisements in excess of four lines. 
tisers hereafter must name some address other than this journal. 


JHYSICIAN—LOCATION.—A good location for a good 

physician and surgeon, in one of the finest farming 
districts in Illinois. Value of property, $2,500, cost over 
$3,000. ason. health. Terms easy. Address, with stamp, 
Dr. J. G. Harvey, Grove City, Christian Co., Ill. 


OR SALE.—Drug stock and fixtures, valued at $5,000. | 


Located in the finest farming county in the west; terri- 


tory large, and good trade; good reasons for selling. For | 
terms and particulars address Lock box 499, Marshall, Minn. | 





rs SALE—A GOOD CHANCE 
MENT.—Drugs and furniture for store, stock small, 
can be made a paying business; an excellent location for a 
physician; will sell residence and 108% acres of land with 
same, terms reasonable. Address, 
Dr. J. Hendricks, Waelder, Gonzales Co., Texas. 





pres as LOCATION.—For $200 I will sell my 

practice worth $2,000 a year. Location one of the best 
towns in southwestern Iowa. Wiil sell office furniture if 
desired. Stay three months and help parties to practice. 
Satisfactory reasons given for wanting to sell. Address 
Physician, Box 641, Detroit, Mich. 


I OCATION — PHYSICIAN. — Good house, barn, two 
4 acres of land, plenty of fruit, and a practice of $2,500 
a year, in a thriving village, for sale for what the place is 
worth. Reason for selling, want to remove to the city. 
Address, Box 24, Milan, Mich. 





ae SALE.—A drug and book store, in one of the best 

counties of Iowa. Stock clean, new and small ; rent 

low, location best in town. Good reasons given. Address, 
**B,” care box 641, Detroit, Mich. 

ta STORE.—Drug store for sale, 75 miles from New 

York; fine city, good tra.e and elegant store. Poor 

health is why offered. Sales about $40 a day. Refer to 

Jennings, 218 Greenwich street, New York. 








LS hago yt German partner to engage in the drug 
and liquor business. 





JHYSICIAN — LOCATION.—A good payin 


. practice, 
office, books and furniture, 


good dwelling-house, 


orchard and shrubbery, two good store houses, fifty-five | 
Will sell | 


ears. | E UROPE.—A young medical man, contemplating three 


acres of land in good cultivation in edge of town. 
all or part ; cause, declining health, being now nearly fifty- 
four years old, and in the practice over twenty five 
Address, J. R. Pack, M. D., Hermitage, Hickory Co., Mo. 





OR SALE.—To physician wishing a very desirable 
country practice and an excellent village home, con- 
sisting of No. 1 frame dwelling, seven rooms, well finished, 


with all modern conveniences—wells and cisterns, 4 acre | 


of ground well fenced, abundance of fruit. Ozulice on alley, 
ten feet from residence. Stables roomy and convenient. 
Location, near Delaware, O. Reasons, wishes to retire from 
practice. For all particulars, address, 
Crawford & Horr, Delaware, Ohio. 
OR SALE.—A good sized brick house, new and large 
barn, nearly one acre of land, variety of fruit, located 
in a small village 8 miles west of Jackson; has a seminary, 
no saloons; a rich oe 
it. Cost of building and lot $3,300, will sell for $2,200, one- 
fourth down, remainder on time, with security. Reason I 
make the great sacrifice, am 78 years old and a sick wife. 
Address, 
Mich. 


FOR INVEST- | 


| partner to locate in a southern city. 


Business already established, | 
capital required, $1,000. Address, P. O. box 121, Deshler, O. | 


town with no other physician in | 


G. R. Powers, M. D., Spring Arbor, Jackson Co., | 


Adver- 
(Box 641.) 


JHYSICIAN’S LOCATION.—For sale, in a thri 
town, a first class medical library, surgical instruments 
and appliances, office, furniture and good will of lucrative 
practice. Price moderate ; terms easy. Address, 
Medicus, Havre de Grace, Harford Co., Maryland, 





}OR SALE.—A good location and well established prae- 
tice in Western Ohio, worth $4,000a year; good pikes, 
rich county. $2,500, half cash,will buy the practice and one 
of the newest and ‘nicest 'and best improved pieces of prop- 
| erty in the village. Those who have the cash address 
H. C. Godfrey, M. D., Sidney, O. 





rs SALE.—To physician a good two-story house, 
barn, four lots and good practice in a town of 3,000 in- 
habitants in Northern Illinois, on the Mississippi river. Cost 
$2,500 ; will sell for $1,600 cash. Reason for selling, wish to 
go south on accountof health. Address, ‘ 
A. W., Box 641, Detroit. 





)}OR SALE.—Drug and book store, stock fresh and new, 
with a good run of business and a good paying prac- 
tice ; amount of practice and sale of drugs about $8, 
year, with good storehouse and nice cottage residence, in 
the most desirable location in town, with two acres of land, 
good barn and all necessary outbuildings, fine orchard, ete., 
all in good repair. I will sell the eheve properly. with 250 
acres of land near town, for $3,500, half cash, balance in 
twelve months. Louisville, Miss., is situated in the interior 
of the State, has good schools and good society, exempt 
from yellow fever, etc. Address, 
W. D. Cornwell; M. D., Louisville, Mississippi. 

Reason for selling wish to engage in orange culture in 

Florida. 





PHYSICIAN and Surgeon, who has been ten years 
in the United States service, but for the last few 
aying specialty, desires a young physician as @ 
About $500 will be re- 
uired. Address, Dr. C. C. Castle, care Schuster & Fitts, 
No. 89 W. Water street, Milwaukee, Wis. 


i 
years ina 


IBRARY.—A young physician—graduate of a regular 
4 school—desires to form some connection with an old 





| practitioner possessing a large library, until such time as he 


rience and means to enable him 


may acquire the age, ex 
. O. Box 201, Trenton, Mo. 


to start alone. Address 





years’ residence in Europe, desires to correspond with * 
| parties requiring an agent abroad. Address, 
Medicus, P. O. Box 451, London, Ohio. 


ae SALE.—A 
ing district of 
y for what they are worth. 


ae paying practice in the finest farm- 
llinois, together with office, drugs, horse 
A good home to sell 
or rent cheap. Terms easy ; reason health. Address, 

W. C. M., Box 512, Lincoln, Il. 


and bug; 





)}OR SALE.—Location and a practice of $2,500 a year, 

| situated in a pleasant seaside village, and no con 
tion. One acre or more of ground, large story and 
house and L, with stable, all finely finished and reo ; 
painted. Will sell all for fifteen hundred dollars, or 
practice and rent the premises. Terms easy. Reason for 
selling wish to move to a larger place. For further particu- 


lars address, with —> 
T. J. Batchelder, M. D., Surry, Maine. 





OR SALE AT A BARGAIN.—The good will and 





JHYSICIAN—PARTNER WANTED.—A young man 
of integrity and good morals, possessed of energy and 
intelligence, in good profeSsional standing, to assist one in 
a large and growing practice in an interior town of Texas. 
Address. . C. W. M., Box 641, Detroit, Mich. 





OR | store and fixtures at a bargain, with 
or without building. Will take $300 for stock and fix- 
tures—about one-half their value. Reasons for selling, I 
wish to devote my whole attention to practice. Location, 
Ashley, Ill. Enquire of G. W. Thompson, M. D., Ashley, III. 


: of an established city and country practice 
will be given to any one who will purchase the property, 
viz.,a good house (10 rooms) and lot pleasantly located in 
| one of the largest and most flourishing cities in Northwest- 
ern Pennsylvania; population 6,000, four railroads, best of 
| society. tisfactory reasons given for selling. Terms 
|}easy. Address, 

R. D., P. O. Box 950, Corry, Penn. 


| 
| 

wu TRADE new brick residence on main street, 
| value $2,000, for stock of drugs. Answer soon. 

Dr. E. F. Beogel, Dunkirk, Ohio. 











